






Central Missouri board ousts president 

Posted on Wed, Oct. 14, 2009 11:08 AM 

WARRENSBURG, Mo. (AP) | The University of Central Missouri’s Board of Governors has decided to replace the 
university’s president. 

The board has given no reason for its decision to oust Aaron Podolefsky, effective June 30. He has been school 
president since July 2005. 

Podolefsky on Tuesday said he was proud of his service at the university and believed he had excellent job 
prospects. 

The board’s decision came less than a month after more than half of the university’s tenured faculty signed a petition 
asking the board to renew Podolefsky’s contract in 2010. 

The board voted in a closed meeting Oct. 2 against renewing Podolefsky’s contract, but did not make the decision 
public for a week. 

UCM president out as of June 30 

By Jack Miles 

The Daily Star-Journal 

WARRENSBURG | Aaron Podolefsky is out as University of Central Missouri’s president effective June 30. 

The UCM Board of Governors plans to launch a search for his replacement.  

Podolefsky on Tuesday called his job prospects “excellent.” Three colleges in less than a year have named him a 
finalist in their searches for presidents.  

The board’s decision came less than a month after a petition from about half of the tenured faculty supported 
renewing the contract in 2010.  

One of those who signed the petition, Jim Staab, said all objective measures supported renewing Podolefsky’s 
contract.  

“Obviously, we’re very disappointed in the decision by the Board of Governors. We’re not certain what the reasons 
would be for not renewing the president’s contact,” he said.  

Last year, 72 percent of the Faculty Senate signed a letter in support of Podolefsky and this year 52 percent of 
tenured faculty signed a petition asking the board to retain Podolefsky.  

The petition raised concern from some faculty members who wanted to make clear the Faculty Senate did not take a 
position on Podolefsky staying or going.  

Some who signed the petition cited reasons including Podolefsky’s knowledge of the state system at a time when 
funding cuts could hurt the institution, and the university’s academic progress.  

“We are searching for the reasons why the board would not renew the president’s contract,” Stabb said.  

The board offered no reason for deciding to replace Podolefsky.  

“We appreciate the contributions President Podolefsky has made in leading the university through a name change, 
the current construction projects and successful efforts to improve the academic profile of the university,” UCM board 



President Richard Phillips said in a prepared statement. “We anticipate a smooth transition as we work through this 
process.”  

College boards have the right to oversee personnel, but how they do so must follow state law. The UCM Board of 
Governors voted in a closed meeting Oct. 2 against renewing Podolefsky’s contract, but did not make the news public 
for a week, raising a Missouri Sunshine Law question.  

Under the law, Section 610.021(3), a government body can vote on personnel matters in a closed meeting, but vote 
results must be made public within 72 hours along with how each member voted.  

Podolefsky, in a prepared statement, said, “Please know that I am extremely proud of UCM’s faculty, staff and 
students, and the progress we’ve made during my tenure here. It has been a highly successful time by any measure 
of institutional success. I remain dedicated to our university and look forward to the remaining time we have together 
in furthering the progress of our outstanding institution.” 

 



Higher Education Clips of Potential Interest 
Malone University Embracing More Diverse Student Population (Canton Rep)  
The look of Malone University is changing, and not just because of its building boom. The campus is in 
the midst of a weeklong celebration to highlight its increasing diversity among students. More... 
 
6 Scams That Target College Students 
Here is a quick summary of six types of common scams targeted at college students in the 
US 

Stetson U Trustees Dig Deep to Aid Students 
Stetson University (DeLand, FL) trustees are digging into their own pockets to raise at least 
$2.5 million during the next three years to provide emergency student aid in the form of 
'We Believe in You' scholarships.  

Getting Your Name on Building Gets Cheaper as Non-Profits Compete 
Wealthy individuals for centuries seeking posthumous fame have donated money to 
construct hospitals, parks, and college buildings in return for getting their names on 
projects. Nonprofits and universities may be more willing now to negotiate over how much 
donors have to give and how long they have to make the payments in exchange for 
recognition. 





Higher Education Headlines 
From the Missouri Department of Higher Education 

 
Oct. 9 – Oct. 16, 2009 

Truman State University launches $30 million capital campaign, Oct 9 
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/truman-state-university-launches-30-million-capital-
campaign/  

 
Missouri Southern standoff continues, Oct. 10 
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_283223603.html  

 
In our view: Lack of plan hindering MSSU's future, Oct. 10 
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_283182912.html  
 

Mo. borrows $150M from reserve fund, Oct. 11 
http://www.semissourian.com/story/1577838.html 
 

Divergence, Metro Medical win governor’s awards, Oct. 12 
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2009/10/12/daily5.html 
 
UMSL, SLU make top 25 list of “best neighbors”, Oct 12 
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/  
 

College loan delinquency rate up, Oct. 12 
http://www.missourinet.com/2009/10/12/college-loan-delinquency-rate-up/  

 
Officials say MSSU controversy won’t derail medical school plan, Oct. 12 
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_285225202.html  
 

UCM prez’s contract will not be renewed, Oct. 13 
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/ucm-prezs-contract-will-not-be-renewed/  

 
Teacher jobs salvaged by stimulus package, Oct. 13 
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/FD421484398CC9D38625764E00100C86?OpenDocument  

 
Schools to join in global recruiting effort, Oct. 13 
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/oct/13/schools-to-join-in-global-recruiting-effort/?news  

 
Missouri governor to tout health education program at UMSL, Oct. 14 
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/32CFC795882201A58625764F00423797?OpenDocument  
 
Missouri job training programs see huge increase in last year, Oct. 14 
http://www.kfvs12.com/Global/story.asp?S=11312893  
 

The two major college fairs of the year coming up, Oct. 14 
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/the-two-major-college-fairs-of-the-year-coming-up/  
 

http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/truman-state-university-launches-30-million-capital-campaign/
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/truman-state-university-launches-30-million-capital-campaign/
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/truman-state-university-launches-30-million-capital-campaign/
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_283223603.html
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_283182912.html
http://www.semissourian.com/story/1577838.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2009/10/12/daily5.html
http://stlouis.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2009/10/12/daily5.html
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/umsl-slu-make-top-25-list-of-best-neighbors/
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/
http://www.missourinet.com/2009/10/12/college-loan-delinquency-rate-up/
http://www.joplinglobe.com/siteSearch/apstorysection/local_story_285225202.html
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/ucm-prezs-contract-will-not-be-renewed/
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/FD421484398CC9D38625764E00100C86?OpenDocument
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/oct/13/schools-to-join-in-global-recruiting-effort/?news
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/32CFC795882201A58625764F00423797?OpenDocument
http://www.kfvs12.com/Global/story.asp?S=11312893
http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/the-grade/higher-education/2009/10/the-two-major-college-fairs-of-the-year-coming-up/


Nietzel makes case for cuts at MSU town hall, Oct. 15 
http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009910150362 

 
Missouri governor promotes health care professional education program, Oct. 15 
http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2009/10/15/nixon-promotes-health-education-program/  
 
Caring for Missourians Program Begins Training Hundreds of New Medical 
Professionals, Oct. 15 
http://www.infozine.com/news/stories/op/storiesView/sid/37906/  
 

Missouri eighth‐graders make progress on NAEP tests, Oct. 15 
http://www.news-leader.com/article/20091015/BREAKING01/91015053/-1/BREAKING/Missouri+eighth-
graders+make+progress+on+NAEP+tests  
 

Tilley expresses support for embryonic stem cell research, Oct. 16 
http://jasonrosenbaum.typepad.com/capitol_calling/2009/10/tilley-expresses-support-for-embryonic-stem-cell-research.html  
 

WU issues report on researcher who resigned, Oct. 16 
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/education/story/A93FEB051E02616E862576510009D51B?OpenDocument  
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