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Cougars hold on tight

Columbia beats Owis in thriller.
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Columbia College’s Julie
Teeple, right, gets a hug
from Deanne Tonkin after
a 73-69 victory over
William Woods last night.
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Whitney Widaman wasn’t sure how she came up with the game-saving interception, but as she cradled
Cameo Holly’s errant pass, Widaman realized she also snatched away William Woods’ last chance at
victory.

Her team trailing No. 14 Columbia College as the game clock approached 10 seconds, Holly flung the
ball into the corner hoping to set up a teammate. Instead, Widaman blasted out of the paint and snared it
away.

“l don’t even know. | just read her eyes,” Widaman said after Columbia College’s 73-69 victory, iced by
Whitney Davis’ two free throws with 9.7 seconds left. “It scared the crap out of me, but then | had it.”

And with it, the Cougars (25-3, 12-2 American Midwest Conference) avenged last month’s loss to the
Owls and prevented No. 24 William Woods (15-10, 11-2) from capturing the AMC regular-season title.
It was the 200th win for Columbia’s women’s program.

The historic win didn’t come easy for the home team. With the Southwell Complex stuffed with a
standing-room only crowd, the Cougars and Owls traded leads nine times, including six lead changes in
the second half. At one point midway through the second half, the lead changed sides on four
consecutive possessions.

On the first, Taylor Evans knocked in a layup off an inbounds play to give Columbia a 58-57 edge with
9:12 left. Holly answered with a 3-pointer on the other end, followed quickly by Julie Teeple’s three-
point play for the Cougars. Columbia’s lead was short-lived — again — as Holly splashed another 3 the
next trip down the floor, pushing the Owls ahead 63-61 with 8:21 left.



“Those games are fun,” Cougars Coach Mike Davis said. “They keep you on your toes.”

Less fun for the Cougars was watching William Woods forward Rachel Baker blister Columbia’s man
defense with a flurry of scoring, mostly on short jumpers in the paint or coast-to-coast layups. Midway
through the second half Baker had already eclipsed her season scoring average with 22 points.

Whether it was Teeple, Taylor or Rachel Oswald assigned to guard her, Baker scored just four more
points in the game’s final 11 minutes, including only one field goal. Baker’s game-high 26 points came
on 9-0f-22 shooting.

“She’s a good player, but we know if we shut her down, they had to have other people around her make
plays,” said Widaman, who played with Baker at Mexico High School.

“We played things straight up,” Davis said. “But we had to challenge her.”

In a rematch of William Woods’ 72-51 victory on Jan. 22 in Fulton, an unlikely hero scored what
amounted to the final go-ahead basket. With the Owls’ focused on clogging the paint to slow Oswald,
Teeple, a 5-foot-11 freshman, cruised through the paint with two minutes left and scored through a
crowd of Owls. Teeple came in averaging just 5.1 points a game but finished with 17, including 7-of-7
from the foul line.

Widaman scored a team-high 18 points for the Cougars. Holly finished with 14 for William Woods.
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Battle for AMC on tap between Cougars, Owls

By Dave Matter
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When the Columbia College women’s basketball players gathered for practice yesterday, they knew
there was no time to stew over their latest defeat.

Less than 48 hours after losing at McKendree, the 14th-ranked Cougars (24-3, 11-2) tip off against No.
24 William Woods (15-9, 11-1) tonight at Southwell Complex — with first place in the American
Midwest Conference on the line.

“It’s impossible to erase things. | don’t care who you are,” Cougars Coach Mike Davis said of
Tuesday’s 61-47 road loss. “If a loss doesn’t stick with you and it doesn’t hurt you, you’ve got issues.”

These Cougars haven’t lost much, although tonight’s AMC showdown is an opportunity to avenge one
of their rare defeats. On Jan. 22, Columbia fell to William Woods 72-51 in Fulton. The Owls dominated
the glass, outrebounding Columbia 58-37. The Cougars shot 29 percent from the field, including just 1
of 13 from 3-point range.

“This is a big statement for us,” Cougars guard Whitney Widaman said. “Losing by how many we did
last time, it got to a lot of us.”

The Owls’ overall record — they’re 15-9 and 11-1 in AMC play — is deceiving. In January, the team
was forced to forfeit seven victories for inadvertently using an ineligible player during the first half of
the season. Otherwise, William Woods would be 22-2.

Rachel Baker, who was a teammate of Widaman’s at Mexico High School and spent one season at
Arkansas State, leads William Woods in scoring (17.8 points per game), rebounding (10.4), blocks (2.0),
steals (3.1) and ranks second in assists (2.7). Former Rock Bridge Bruin Cameo Holly (7.8 points per
game) also starts for the Owls.

The Cougars counter with a balanced lineup led by the reigning AMC player of the week, junior forward
Rachel Oswald, who totaled 47 points and 11 rebounds in Columbia’s two wins last week.
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