










 

 

 

Posted: Tuesday, Mar 31, 2009 - 09:40:38 am CDT 

Owls take Williams Baptist for four games 

By CHRIS WALLER 
The Fulton Sun  

The William Woods baseball team opened American Midwest Conference play with a four-
game sweep at Williams Baptist College this weekend. 

The Owls scored four runs in the first two innings on their way to a 10-3 victory in game 
one. 

L.J. Watson went 2-for-4 with a double and three RBI's for William Woods. Tyler Tamayose 
and Matt Denney each collected two hits and an RBI apiece. 

William Woods run-ruled the Eagles 12-2 in five innings to sweep the doubleheader on 
Friday. 

Junior Nick Wooley (4-1) earned the win on the mound. He pitched five innings, allowed 
four hits, one earned run, struck out nine and walked four. 

William Woods started the second doubleheader with yet another five-inning victory, coming 
out on top 14-1. The Owls scored nine runs in the first two innings. 

Senior Tim Stunkel recorded the win for the Owls. Stunkel (4-1) worked five innings, 
allowed seven hits, one run, struck out four and walked one. 

William Woods completed the sweep by defeating Williams Baptist 10-3 in the final game of 
the series. 

Senior Michael Hufty (1-1) earned his first win of the season for William Woods. Hufty 
worked six innings, allowed six hits, one earned run, struck out four and walked one. 

 

 

 

 

Posted: Friday, Apr 03, 2009 - 09:31:24 am CDT 

Lady Owls softball team drops AMC twinbill to McKendree 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

LEBANON, Ill. - McKendree University broke a 2-2 tie with two runs in the top of the 
seventh inning Wednesday, toppling the William Woods University Lady Owls 4-2 to 
complete a sweep of the AMC doubleheader. 



McKendree (14-9, 4-2) rolled to a 12-4 victory in the first game. The sweep dropped William 
Woods to 16-14 overall and 4-2 in the American Midwest Conference. 

Sophomore right fielder Morgan Parkhurst and senior left fielder Laura Seipp both went 2-
for-3 in the nightcap as the Lady Owls collected seven hits. Junior second baseman Tara 
Schulte was also 1-for-3 with two runs batted in. 

Sophomore pitcher Megan Bote went the distance in taking the loss for William Woods. Bote 
(5-4) gave up four runs on six hits, struck out four and walked four. 

Leading 5-3 in the opener, McKendree broke the game open by piling on seven runs in the 
bottom of the fourth. 

Parkhurst and Tara Schulte were both 1-for-3 with an RBI apiece as the Lady Owls finished 
with six hits. Freshman designated hitter Carinda Schulte was 1-for-1 with an RBI. 

Freshman starter Kelsey Schulte lasted just 3 1/3 innings in being tagged with the loss for 
William Woods, which committed four errors. Schulte (8-4) was tagged for eight earned 
runs on 11 hits, issued six walks and had just one strikeout. 

William Woods travels to Hannibal-LaGrange College today for a 2 p.m. AMC doubleheader. 

The Lady Owls then host their own William Woods Invitational on Saturday. The Lady Owls 
play Union University at 9 a.m. and Drury University at 5 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

Posted: Wednesday, Apr 01, 2009 - 09:38:23 am CDT 

Kressig, Lady Owls sweep titles of own WWU Spring 
Invitational 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

Senior Ceanne Kressig claimed individual honors Tuesday, helping steer the nationally 
ranked Lady Owls golfers to the team title of their own William Woods University Spring 
Invitational at Tanglewood Golf Course. 

In the men's division, freshman Nick Wilson tied for third place individually as William 
Woods came in third overall. 

Kressig carded a two-day total of 153 to secure the women's individual championship. The 
Lady Owls - ranked No. 8 in the NAIA - compiled a 632 total to run away with the title in the 
12-team field. 

Dakota Wesleyan University was a distant second with a 675, while William Woods' junior 
varsity took third with a 706. 

Freshman Jada Bennington and junior Amanda Purcell tied for second place with a pair of 
160s to help pace the Lady Owls, while senior Char Cruchelow finished fifth with a 164. 
Freshmen Stephanie Bruemmer and Elizabeth Welker - each shooting 165 - shared sixth 



place. 

Meanwhile, Wilson accumulated a two-day score of 149 as the William Woods men - ranked 
No. 26 - placed third as a team with a 317. 

Junior Kyle Kovar also tied for seventh with a 152 for the Owls, while sophomore Austin 
Waibel tied for 13th with a 154. 

Both William Woods teams play April 6-7 in the Missouri Valley Spring Invitational at Indian 
Foothills Golf Course in Marshall. 

 

 

 

 

Posted: Wednesday, Apr 01, 2009 - 09:38:22 am CDT 

Owls' Watson earns AMC baseball acclaim 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

William Woods University shortstop L.J. Watson has been selected the American Midwest 
Conference baseball player of the week for March 23-29. 

Watson, a sophomore from O'Fallon, Ill., helped guide the Owls to a four-game sweep at 
Williams Baptist (Ark.) College in their AMC opener over the weekend. He batted .571 (8-
for-14) during the series, including two home runs and four doubles. 

Watson drove in 10 runs, scored eight times and stole two bases in the four games. He 
finished the weekend with a 1.286 slugging percentage. 

Watson is hitting .397 this season with five home runs, 10 doubles and 21 RBI. 

William Woods (22-6, 4-0 AMC) plays 1 p.m. conference doubleheaders Friday and Saturday 
at Hannibal-LaGrange College. 

Lady Owls' Parkhurst 

claims AMC softball award 

William Woods University outfielder Morgan Parkhurst has been chosen the American 
Midwest Conference softball player of the week for March 23-29. 

Parkhurst - a sophomore from Millstadt, Ill. - helped direct the Lady Owls to an AMC home 
doubleheader sweep of the University of Illinois-Springfield last Friday. 

She hit .600 in the doubleheader, going 3-for-5 with two doubles and two runs batted in. 
Parkhurst also scored two runs and had a stolen base. 

William Woods (16-12, 4-0 AMC) travels to McKendree (Ill.) University for a rescheduled 
conference doubleheader at 3 p.m. today. The doubleheader was postponed Tuesday. 
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Tribune Column 

Libby got Stephens back in the saddle 
By Bill Clark 

Wednesday, April 1, 2009 

When Wendy Libby became president of Stephens College in 2003, she immediately stopped the sale of school property 
and announced that Stephens would build on its historical strengths. One of those strengths was the equestrian program. 

The stables, targeted for the market, not only would remain as a part of Stephens’ future but soon became the center of 
attention once again. 

Alumnae who feared the loss of the equestrian program returned to the fold and financed much-needed improvements to 
the barns, arena, fencing, grounds and student spirit. 

The Stephens College equestrian program, begun in 1926, was the first in a woman’s college west of the Mississippi to 
have its own horses, stables, equipment and staff. 

Educational innovator and Stephens President James M. Wood hired Maj. Rolf Raynor to establish the program on 
campus. The retired officer brought with him a lifetime of experience on horseback in the U.S. Army, the open range and 
on bridle paths. 

He started with six horses and 50 students in an old barn near the Stephens Arena, known as Raynor Gables when the 
2,500-seat show ring opened in 1939. 

The current main barn had opened in 1936 and the hunter horse barn in the early 1950s. 

A year later, the Prince of Wales horse show began, and the 82nd annual show will be held Saturday and Sunday at the 
Midway Expo Center, once again showcasing the Stephens equestrians in open competition with some of the best in the 
Midwest. 

The show begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. Sunday, with a 6 p.m. session on Saturday. Competition will be in 
saddle seat, western and jumping classes. 

A bit of history. The original Prince of Wales was an “honorary” organization for those who had fallen off their mounts. 
When the original “tumblers” sought sponsorship, they contacted the real prince of Wales in England, but he refused. He 
had other problems. 

The prince became King Edward VIII of England, then abdicated to marry an American, Wally Simpson. Will Rogers 
became a sponsor instead. 

Raynor, a strict disciplinarian, gained fame by saying: “Girls with well-trained horses more quickly adapt themselves to the 
mechanics of riding, having lighter hands, and show more appreciation and consideration than boys.” 

Upon Raynor’s death, the 1951 Prince of Wales show was dedicated to him. 

The history of the equestrian program at Stephens requires a book and will only be touched upon today. It is rich in 
tradition, in leadership, in educating young women to teach as well as compete; it is filled with horses and riders who have 
won in the international arena, who have taken gold at the American Royal, Madison Square Garden, at Houston Pin Oak, 

http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/columnists/bill-clark/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/staff/bill-clark/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/apr/01/


the Cow Palace, the Chicago International, the Kentucky State Fair, the Tennessee Walking Horse Celebration — and the 
Boone County Fair. 

That tradition is alive and well today. Mandy Morris, up on Daily Lottery, won the junior gelding and junior five-gaited 
stakes at the American Royal last fall. 

“We took five horses to the Royal,” equitation Director Ellen Beard said, “and five women came with five medals. 
Stephens is back in the saddle seat world.” 

There are 61 horses, all owned by the school, filing the stables at Stephens — plus two ponies. There are 77 equestrian 
majors and minors working alongside an equestrian minor program for the University of Missouri. 

Equine majors at Stephens are required to have hands-on experience in all areas of the horse world. They work with 
Cedar Creek Riding Center in children’s therapy, they take courses in equine business and marketing, in pre-vet 
practices, in teaching — all in addition to taking care of assigned horses on a daily basis. 

Only one-third of the students will ride in competition. All will leave Stephens qualified to find a place in the world of 
horses. 

Director Ellen Beard brings a varied background to a position held by a legendary group of folks over the past eight 
decades — Raynor, Annie Cowgill, Shirley Drew Hardwicke, Michelle Smith. 

Born in Owensboro, Ky., Ellen was a shot-putter for two years in high school, but her love for horses won out. She came 
to Stephens in 1980, earned a degree in business and marketing, and participated in the equestrian program, graduating 
in 1984. She returned a year later to add a degree in the new equine business program, then went to work full time for 
Raymond and Lillian Shively’s DeLovely Farm in Rockport, Ind., one of the nation’s premier training centers. 

She had worked there part time during her high school and college summers and learned every aspect of the horse 
business. The farm has won a national final every year since 1978, and Raymond is the current national roadster 
champion. 

In 1991, Ellen moved to Cryst-A-Kell Farm in Paducah, Ky., where she learned from Jim Nichols, another great coach, the 
meaning of patience by working with horses no one else wanted. 

She married; became a show judge; had a daughter, Molly; divorced; turned down an offer in 2004 to return to Stephens; 
then, in September 2005, through the persistence of Wendy Libby, who enlisted Lillian Shively to help, Ellen came to 
Columbia for an interview. 

On Jan. 1, 2006, she moved to Columbia with Molly; her pony, Blondie; and four Australian cattle dogs. 

Ellen pulls double duty at Stephens, serving as the department director and saddle seat instructor. 

Her staff includes Becky Clervi, western seat; Sara Linde, hunter/jumper; Diana Rankin, dressage; Karen Craighead, 
equine management class; Rosy Erganian, therapeutic horsemanship; Kim Krieckhause, management; and Clay Stem, 
stable manager. 

“A phenomenal group. We have fun, yet work hard together.” 

Wendy Libby got it right. Return to your strengths. 

Bill Clark’s columns appear Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Reach him at 474-4510. 

 



'Educating Global Citizens'  
April 2, 2009  
In Educating Global Citizens in Colleges and Universities (Routledge), Peter N. Stearns argues that colleges and 
universities have an obligation to prepare students from an increasingly globally connected world. But what does that 
mean? Stearns, provost at George Mason University, discusses the role of the curriculum, including foreign 
languages, study abroad, and branch campuses. The book doesn't argue for a single approach to these issues, but 
argues that every kind of college has an obligation to educate "global citizens."  

In a podcast interview, Stearns discussed the ideas in his book. 

— Scott Jaschik  

Go to comments (3) »  
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March 30, 2009 

Colleges embrace service learning 

 
By Tim Johnson 
Free Press Staff Writer  

As they headed off on a two-hour hike through the Intervale one afternoon last week, the students in 
Environmental Science 201 were in luck: mud season was on the mild side. 
 
This was not a casual stroll in the park, though. They did see their share of mud — especially along 
the eroded bank of the Winooski River, where their professor, Mary Watzin of the University of 
Vermont’s Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources, conducted a walking seminar 
in river ecology.  
 
Here the bank was bare and scalloped; there, older trees clung to the muck at water’s edge. How 
were the river flows, the soil composites, the surface runoff creating this result? 
 
“What’s going on here?” Watzin kept asking, pointing out gulleys, currents, woody detritus along the 
way. Answers weren’t always obvious, but the students would have to come up with them soon 
enough. The semester’s task was not just to study the erosion but to figure out what to do about it. 
And away from the riverbank, two other areas awaited their attention, including the longtime 
composting ground that’s due to be vacated. The class assignment: design three-year site-restoration 
plans that will be presented to the land’s steward, the Intervale Center, at semester’s end. 

Watzin began teaching hands-on classes like this years ago. The difference is that now they’ve 
become fashionable in higher education. They’re called “service learning” courses, and they’ve 
proliferated nationwide. 
 
At Community College of Vermont, more than 200 students a semester are engaged in about 20 
service-learning courses in fields ranging from micro-computer applications to nutrition and 
introductory sociology. At St. Michael’s College, students in a business course on organizational 
problem-solving have served as consultants to local nonprofits, and students in a philosophy course 
titled “Otherness and Marginalization” have worked with the Committee on Temporary Shelter and 
with an orphanage and leprosy hospital in Guyana. 
 
At UVM, 23 courses this spring with service-learning components are similarly wide-ranging. The 
courses even include advanced Japanese — those students are teaching about Japanese culture at 
a local high school. 
 
Colleges for years have promoted student volunteerism, but service learning, as its name implies, 
goes further. Students don’t just perform some sort of community service, they do so as part of a 
structured course of study that makes them think or “reflect” about it. “Reflection” is a defining part of 
this educational phenomenon that has swept the country over the last few years. 
 
Promoting this and other forms of “civic engagement” is the Campus Compact, a college coalition 
founded in 1985 that has swelled to more than 1,100 members. Vermont’s affiliate, which dates from 
1999, boasts 22 institutions — delegations from which will gather for a daylong conference 



Wednesday at UVM’s Davis Center, where service-learning enthusiasts will compare notes and 
celebrate their successes. 
 
Amy Gibans McGlashan, executive director of Vermont Campus Compact, ascribes the surge of 
interest in service learning to “a confluence” of factors, among them, a generation of college 
presidents who came of age in the ‘60s and are vigorous proponents of civic engagement, and a 
generation of college students, (“the millennials”) are known to be civically and globally minded. One 
of the compact’s roles is to sponsor workshops for faculty on how to design service-learning courses 
— “how make a community project part of the syllabus,” as UVM’s Carrie Williams Howe puts it. 
Hundreds of teachers across the state have participated in such training sessions. 
 
Students’ documented “civic engagement” — hours invested, neighborhoods assisted — can be a 
boon to any college’s public-relations strategy, especially at times of town-gown conflict. But 
proponents of service learning like to tout the educational benefits, like the multidisciplinary flavor of 
experiential courses. Then there’s research that suggests service learning has a positive effect on 
“retention” — students who take these courses are less likely to drop out. 
 
Watzin’s course, Recovery and Restoration of Altered Ecosystems, lends itself to hands-on, 
interdisciplinary work, but her teaching has evolved as the service-learning approach to pedagogy 
has flowered. 
 
“When I started, I designed the projects and they went out and supplied the labor,” she said. “Now 
they do the design.” In the Intervale, they’re expected to come up with designs for bank stabilization 
along the Winooski and natural restoration of the composting site. 
 
The “reflection” Watzin seeks to encourage among the students includes not just a critique of their 
own work, but an examination of how they work together. Natural restoration, even at a professional 
level, is a group activity. 
“They’re doing real work for clients,” Watzin said of her class and the Intervale Center, “and they’re 
learning how to interact with them.” 
 
For Rachel Beauregard, a third-year student from Underhill, the walk along the Winooski brought 
back memories of erosion along the Browns River, where she worked on stream-bank stabilization as 
student at Mount Mansfield Union High School. 
 
“Much more in depth,” she said of the course work that awaited her now. “It’s nice to see the sites.” 
 
Contact Tim Johnson at 660-1808 or tjohnson@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com  
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Why Not Go Greek?  
April 1, 2009  

NATIONAL HARBOR, MD. – Though national figures suggest the number of 
undergraduates associated with Greek organizations has increased slightly in recent 
years, some individual campuses have seen their chapters struggle with recruitment 
and retention. In an effort to explore this phenomenon, a new study attempts to profile 
those students who decide not to join Greek organizations and chronicles their reasons 
for opting out. 

Kristin S. Fouts, assistant director of the student activities and leadership program at 
Western Michigan University, presented her study before a group of student affairs 
administrators at a Tuesday meeting of the American College Personnel Association. 
The study is based on separately conducted surveys of more than 1,500 
undergraduates at Wichita State and Western Michigan Universities.  

At both institutions, about 86 percent of the surveyed students had not participated in a 
“fraternity or sorority recruitment or intake activity.” These students cited a number of 
reasons for not participating. Chief among them, 74 percent of these students they did 
not care to be associated with the “negative stereotypes associated with membership.” 
Sixty-four percent of them responded that there was “no perceived benefit” to 
participation in a Greek organization, 62 percent reported they "could not commit to 
membership.” 

These students were then asked, “What could have changed your decision to not seek 
membership?” Forty percent responded “overall positive publicity,” and 36 percent said 
a “clearly conveyed value/benefit.” The remainder said that nothing could have changed 
their minds. 

Those students who had participated in a Greek recruitment activity but ultimately did 
not join an organization cited most of the same reasons for their decision. Some, 
however, also noted that they were “not comfortable with the process.” 

On a more positive note, many students who sought out fraternity or sorority 
membership did so because of the influence of their peers who were already members. 
Sixty-seven percent of these students said their primary interest was to making new 
friends. Forty-eight percent said the “social scene” attracted them, and 44 percent said 
“leadership development” was among the factors that made them participate. 

Fouts, however, expressed a number of concerns about the figures expressed in her 
study. Nearly 60 percent of students who did not participate noted that the “source of 
[their] knowledge/understanding of social fraternities and sororities” came primarily from 
television shows and movies. 

http://convention.myacpa.org/


“Though we cannot stop what they see on television and in the movies, we can help 
debunk what they see,” Fouts said of incoming students and their perceptions of Greek 
life. “Maybe we can sway the tipping point of students who have some knowledge [of 
the Greek system].” 

Fouts added that the student dissatisfaction with the recruitment process should raise a 
red flag for student affairs officials. Looking at this data, she noted that Western 
Michigan recently made a change in the way its sororities can recruit. Previously, 
sororities recruited in four rounds over the course of three days, often not offering time 
for students with other commitments to participate. Now, these recruitment cycles are 
more spread out and allow for make-up rounds. 

The current economic crisis has changed the way students think about money, and 
Fouts acknowledges that perceptions about fraternity and sorority dues are no different. 
Chapters and student affairs offices, she said, will have to be "line-item specific" as to 
what these dues are for and how they will be spent to the benefit of the student. She 
argued that interested students should not be brought to think of their funds as “paying 
for friends,” as many an old cliché of fraternity life states. 

“Students need to know specifically what is going to be required of them,” Fouts said of 
financial commitments. “If your organization is hesitant to put that out there, then I 
challenge you to encourage them to be more specific up front with that [for prospective 
members].” 

Fouts and others familiar with Greek issues at the meeting said they were unsure how 
the economic crisis would impact membership. Still, some acknowledged that those 
students with only a cursory interest in a fraternity or a sorority might only see dollar 
signs before noting the potential benefits of Greek life. 

Perhaps the most troubling bit of data to those in attendance – primarily student affairs 
officers who see the Greek system as a positive infleunce on their campuses – was that 
44 percent of those students did not seek Greek membership because their “personal 
values conflicted with the perceived chapter values.” Some argued that Greek 
organizations must be modified to resemble the diversity of their campuses, saying that 
those that don’t will fail. 

“One size does not fit all,” Fouts said. “We can no longer be passive with recruiting.” 

Others noted that some of their students were interested in Greek life, just not with any 
of the organizations that were present on their campuses. 

Bethany Manley-Craig, assistant director of student development at New England 
College, said many of the more local fraternities and sororities on her campus simply 
cannot attract members in the way that national organizations can, even when they do 
not have a local chapter. For some students, she said, this presents a situation wherein 
they cannot find an organization that shares their values. 

Humberto Baquerizo, assistant director of Greek life and wellness at the New Jersey 
Institute of Technology, said he believed many of today’s students look to Greek 
organizations for more than just “foam parties” and other social gatherings. He said 



many at his institution seek an outlet for community service, advising, guidance and a 
sense of “family.” 

If students do not find these values expressed in the Greek system on their campuses, 
many at the meeting said, they would find them elsewhere. Most seemed to think that 
non-Greek organizations have begun fulfilling the leadership and service roles once 
predominately held by fraternities and sororities at their institutions. This environment, 
they argued, gives these groups less of a hold on today’s students. 

Charles G. Eberly, professor of counseling and student development at Eastern Illinois 
University, said some Greek organizations could be in danger of extinction if they do not 
change. He argued that fraternities and sororities should get rid of the “pledge system” 
by which students must earn full membership. This, he said, would foster a “culture of 
integrity” among these organizations, something he believes today’s students demand. 

“Millennial students react negatively to a culture of entitlement,” said Eberly of 
something he believes the pledge system cultivates. “If we don’t make changes, 
students are voting with their feet and these organizations will disappear.” 

— David Moltz  
Go to comments (20) »  
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From the Los Angeles Times 

College applications now an open (Face)book 
High school seniors learn a downside to social networking: lack of privacy over acceptance or rejection by 
universities. 
By Gale Holland 
 
March 31, 2009 
 
For a generation of students who share every detail of their personal lives in text messages, MySpace pages and 
other online postings, the college admissions chase is offering a lesson that some things are best kept private. 
 
Last December, when Brown University's early admission decisions were released online, students in one classroom 
at North Hollywood High’s highly gifted magnet program could be heard applauding. In another, there was silence, 
followed by the sound of someone crying. 
 
So today when many Ivy League colleges are expected to render their decisions, magnet students will be rushing 
home to absorb the news, seniors Kelsey Collins and Joseph Wang said. 
 
"That's D-day for everybody," said Joseph, 17. "No one wants to check in public." 
 
With 33 National Merit Scholarship finalists and a rigorous program of advanced courses, most of the North 
Hollywood magnet student body is choosing between fabulous and more fabulous college offers. 
 
But, for every member of the Facebook nation, even a successful admissions season poses challenges: Should you 
post your good fortune on your home page before learning whether your best friend got in? Or check your iPhone for 
online decisions, with everyone watching? If you put your college wish list online, will you be humiliated if the 
rejections come thick and fast? 
 
The admissions process this year is particularly fraught. Competition is shaping up to be the toughest in years at the 
University of California, which, facing budget cutbacks, capped freshman enrollment while fielding a jump in 
applications, UC admissions director Susan Wilbur said.  
 
On Monday, 28,000 students listed as rejected on the UC San Diego site received e-mails saying the university was 
"thrilled" that they had been admitted and inviting them to an orientation this weekend. 
 
The university later sent e-mails apologizing for the error. 
 
"We deeply regret this mistake, because we understand the level of distress it has caused for many of you," Mae W. 
Brown, director of admissions at UC San Diego, said in the apology. 
 
"It's really disappointing they would make that kind of mistake and hurt people," said Jessica Abughattas, 17, of 
Corona, who received one of the suspect invitations.  
 
How did she and many others find out that they had received the same note? They posted messages on a college 
discussion website. 
 
Many highly qualified students apply to multiple schools, and admission decisions come in waves between December 
and April; so the waiting can stretch on for months. 
 
In December, Amaru Tejeda made a pact with his friend, Yureli Lopez, to post Pomona College's response to their 
applications on Facebook. 
 
That way, the seniors at Bravo Medical Magnet east of downtown Los Angeles wouldn't have to deal with each other 
face to face if one lost out. 

http://www.latimes.com/�
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Amaru, 18, of Lincoln Heights got home and found a large envelope from Pomona but waited until Yureli, 17, of Boyle 
Heights posted "Future Sagehen" (Pomona College's mascot) in her "status update" window before he sent an 
instant message that he had gotten in too. 
 
Because they had applied for an early decision, Yureli and Amaru were committed to attending Pomona. But on 
Friday, Yureli learned she had also been accepted to Occidental College, the dream school of another friend. 
 
As of Sunday, she hadn't heard how her friend had fared and was nervous about being perceived as getting her slot. 
 
"That's the worst-case scenario: When one of your best friends got accepted to the school you really wanted to get 
into and you didn't," said Yureli.  
 
Being discreet doesn't necessarily prevent sticky situations. Milly Shah, a senior at Gretchen Whitney High School in 
Cerritos, said she told only a few close friends about her acceptance to her first-choice college, USC. 
 
But friends texted friends, and by the next day, the whole class knew.  
 
"I know of one person who didn't know if she got in and other people said she had; actually it turned out she got wait-
listed," Milly said. "It was kind of a con side to the whole thing." 
 
Although some colleges still use regular mail to send acceptances and rejections -- the proverbial fat and thin 
envelopes -- many now conduct the process online. 
 
Some UC applicants get e-mails saying "Your status has changed," then visit online accounts and learn they've been 
rejected. It's a cold way to have dreams destroyed. 
 
"It was a huge surprise; I'm pretty smart," said Naira Goukisian, 18, a Bravo student who was turned down by some 
UC campuses. "You make an account . . . they didn't even send letters or e-mail. It was really bad this year, really 
hard."  
 
Julian Lemus, 18, of Boyle Heights, who was admitted early to MIT, didn't even check his account when UC Berkeley 
decisions were first posted last week. 
 
Classmates can become bitter hearing about students like him needlessly taking up space on the UC rolls, he said.  
 
"Some of my classmates don't know where they're going yet; they've either gotten rejections or haven't heard," said 
Julian, also a Bravo student. 
 
"Some send status messages [on Facebook or MySpace] with little sad faces; some didn't say anything at all," he 
said. 
 
While California colleges generally post results in the late afternoon, some East Coast institutions release their 
decisions in prime time on the West Coast. Yale, Brown, Columbia, Cornell and Princeton are among those expected 
to post decisions at 2 p.m. Pacific time today. 
 
Some students will frantically check their e-mail or BlackBerries at school, a scenario that recently inspired a plot line 
on "Gossip Girl," the television show about a New York City prep school. (Checking their Yale applications, lead 
characters Serena and Dan learned they were admitted, while Blair was wait-listed, launching her on a self-
destructive cycle of vengeance.) 
 
Students say online communities help them support each other through the admissions process. But for even the 
most successful candidates, it's a long, grueling haul.  
 
"I'm not really happy and cheerful until and unless I hear from all my schools," said Pilgrim School Gretchen Whitney 
High School in Cerritos senior Saleha Bhatti of West Los Angeles, who was accepted at Occidental College, but is 
still waiting to hear from Columbia. 
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