










 

 

ENGAGEMENT: TUTTLE-HOSKINS 
Sunday, April 26, 2009 

  

A May 24, 2009, wedding is planned by Mallory Hoskins and 
Isaac Tuttle. 

Parents of the engaged couple are Becky and Jerry Hoskins of 
Hallsville and Dick and Barbara Tuttle of Columbia.  

The future bride, a 2003 graduate of Hallsville High School, 
received a degree from William Woods University in Fulton in 
2007. She is employed with Shelter Insurance Cos.  

The future groom, a 1999 graduate of Palm Beach Lakes High 
School in West Palm Beach, Fla., received a degree from the 
University of Missouri in 2005. He is employed with Shelter 
Insurance.  

 

http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/apr/26/


 

ENGAGEMENT: PILGRAM‐ELKIN 

Sunday, June 14, 2009 

 

A June 13, 2009, wedding at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury at 
Westminster College in Fulton was planned by Lauren Pilgram and Korey Elkin. 

Parents of the couple are Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Patricia Pilgram of Gerald, Mr. 
Dennis Elkin of Columbia and Ms. Glynda Elkin of Hallsville. 

The bride, a 2003 graduate of Owensville High School, received a bachelor’s degree 
in mathematical sciences and a bachelor’s degree in physics from Westminster 
College in May 2007.  

She is pursuing a master of education degree in curriculum and instruction from the University of Missouri‐
Columbia and plans to graduate in May 2010. She is a math and science teacher and head varsity softball coach at 
North Callaway High School in Kingdom City. 

The groom, a 2001 graduate of Hallsville High School, received a bachelor’s degree in athletic training from William 
Woods University in May 2006.  

He is a personal trainer and Pilates instructor at Wilson’s Fitness Center in Columbia and an assistant girls’ soccer 
coach at Hickman High School. 

ENGAGEMENT: WHITE‐CURTIS 

Sunday, June 14, 2009 

 

An Aug. 1, 2009, wedding at Alive in Christ Lutheran Church in Columbia is planned 
by Melissa White and Nick Curtis. 

Parents of the engaged couple are Gail and Steve White of Columbia and Andy and 
Brenda Curtis of Ashland. 

The future bride, a 2004 graduate of Rock Bridge High School, received a degree in 
graphic design from William Woods University in Fulton in 2008. She is a student at 
Cosmetology Concepts in Columbia. 

The future groom, a 2003 graduate of Southern Boone County High School in Ashland, studied accounting and 
economics/finance at Fort Scott Community College in Fort Scott, Kan., and at William Woods University. He 
graduated in 2008.  

He is an accountant for Agents National Title Insurance in Columbia. 

 

http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/jun/14/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/jun/14/


 

 

June 10, 2009 6:00 AM 

Kathryn Smith 

RYE — Kathryn (Jaeger) Smith, 73, of Rye, formerly of Avon, Conn., 
died Sunday, June 7, 2009, at her home. 

She was born Aug. 31, 1935, in Des Moines, Iowa, the daughter of the 
late A. Moss and Martha (Kingsbury) Jaeger. 

Kathy attended William Woods College and was a graduate of Drake 
University, where she was a member of Delta Gamma sorority and 
active in a variety of campus organizations. Prior to raising her family, 
she was a second-grade teacher for the Des Moines and Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, public school systems. 

Survivors include her loving husband of more than 50 years, Max 
Smith; daughters Martha Conti and husband John of Boston, Mass., and Dana McCluskey and husband 
John of Framingham, Mass.; grandchildren Kathryn and Meghan McCluskey; sister Carla Sedgwick of St. 
Louis, Mo.; and nine nieces and nephews. Kathy was predeceased by her brother, Jerry Jaeger. Her life 
was enriched by many good friends and neighbors. 

WE REMEMBER: Kathy was an active volunteer in her community throughout her life. She was a lifetime 
member of Philanthropic Educational Organization. In Rye, she served several years as chairman of the 
wedding committee for St. Andrews-by-the-Sea, Rye Beach. She was corresponding secretary of the Rye 
Driftwood Garden Club, and a member of Abenaqui Country Club, Rye Art Study, and Seacoast 
Republican Women. In addition, she was a communicant of St. John's Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, 
and St. Andrews-by-the-Sea. 

Kathy lived in Avon, Conn. from 1968 to 1994. During this time, she was an active member of Christ 
Episcopal Church, having served as Junior Warden, chairman of the Rummage Sale and a member of 
Episcopal Church Women. She chaired the Aetna Wives Club during the Aetna World Cup tennis 
tournament to raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, was chairman of the women's nine-holers 
group at the Golf Club of Avon, and was an active volunteer with Child and Family Services. 

SERVICES: A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. Friday at St. Andrew's-by-the-Sea, 30 Church Road, 
Rye Beach. Friends are invited. There will be no visiting hours. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Andrew's-by-the-Sea or to American Cancer Society, 538 Preston Avenue, P.O. Box 
104, Meriden, CT 06450. Arrangements by J. Verne Wood Funeral Home-Buckminster Chapel, 
Portsmouth. Visit www.jvwoodfuneralhome.com for online condolences. 

 
 

http://www.seacoastonline.com/�
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WWU pitcher Wooley taken by Royals in draft 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

The Kansas City Royals, who made former University of Missouri pitcher Aaron Crow the No. 12 
overall pick in baseball's amateur draft Tuesday night, added more area pitching help on the 
second day. 

The Royals took William Woods University junior right‐hander Nick Wooley with the 362nd 
selection ‐‐ in the 12th round ‐‐ on Wednesday. Wooley is the first player in the history of the 
William Woods program to be drafted. 

Wooley was one of 13 pitchers drafted Wednesday by the Royals, according to an Associated 
Press story. 

"When we put our board together, it was really clear to us that this was a year when college 
pitching was the strength of the draft," Royals scouting director J.J. Picollo said in the AP story. 
"It was obvious to us when we had completed our board that was probably the way it was 
going to go." 

The 6‐foot‐2, 160‐pound Wooley, an Edwardsville, Ill., native, logged an 8‐1 record and a 3.31 
earned‐run average in his only season with the Owls after transferring from Southern Illinois 
University‐Edwardsville. He recorded 89 strikeouts and 27 walks in 70 2/3 innings. Opponents 
hit just .226 against Wooley. 

Wooley shared the American Midwest Conference pitcher of the year award and was also 
named the conference's newcomer of the year. 



 

William Woods junior pitcher Nick Wooley was selected by the Kansas City Royals 
on Wednesday with the 362nd overall pick ‐‐ in the 12th round ‐‐ of baseball's 
amateur draft. (William Woods University photo)  
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Owls' Tamayose earns NAIA baseball honor 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

William Woods University sophomore first baseman Tyler Tamayose has been named an 
honorable‐mention selection on the 2009 NAIA All‐American baseball team. 

The 5‐foot‐10 Tamayose ‐‐ from Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada ‐‐ hit .420 with 14 doubles, seven 
home runs and 46 runs batted in during his first season with the Owls. 

Tamayose was also chosen the American Midwest Conference player of the year and a first‐
team all‐conference pick. 

William Woods senior pitcher‐outfielder Cody Morrow and junior pitcher‐infielder Curt Clark 
were also named NAIA Scholar‐Athletes. To qualify for the award, a student‐athlete must be a 
junior in standing and have a minimum grade‐point average of 3.5 or better. 

Senior infielder Jacob Thames was also the recipient of the National Strength and Conditioning 
All‐American Award. The NSCA recognizes collegiate and high school athletes whose 
accomplishments reflect their dedication to strength training and conditioning. 

Individuals are also singled out for their academic and personal accomplishments, as well as 
their integrity as student‐athletes. 

Meanwhile, junior catcher Mason Haupt received the William Woods athletic department's 
Helen Stephens Award. The honor is presented to an outstanding junior athlete who has 
achieved excellence both in the classroom and the area of intercollegiate athletics. 

The student must demonstrate the talent, discipline and desire that best describes the legacy of 
Stephens, an Olympic gold medalist and William Woods alumna. 

 

 

Posted: Thursday, Jun 11, 2009 ‐ 09:57:25 am CDT

WWU men's basketball team signs recruits 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  



Owls head coach Drew Grzella has announced the signing of Kelsey Bardell and Elliott Black to 
letters of intent. 

Bardell comes to William Woods University from Waynesville High School, while Black is 
transferring from fellow American Midwest Conference member Harris‐Stowe State University. 

Bardell will be eligible to play immediately in the 2009‐10 season. Because he is transferring 
within the AMC, league rules require Black to sit out the next conference season. He will have 
three years of eligibility remaining. 

A 6‐foot‐4 forward, Bardell helped guide Waynesville to a 21‐7 record and a district 
championship this past season. A native of Belgium, he enrolled at Waynesville last November. 

"Kelsey is a player that flew under a lot of people's radar because of only playing one season of 
high school basketball here in the US," Grzella said. "He has a great feel for the game, and is a 
very skilled player that can play any of the guard positions. 

"Even though he has the chance to help us right away, I'm excited to watch his game develop." 

Black ‐‐ a 6‐6 forward ‐‐ averaged 6.7 points and collected a team‐high 136 rebounds as a 
freshman at Harris‐Stowe. 

"I'm happy that Elliott has decided to join our program," Grzella said. "He had a good freshman 
season for Harris‐Stowe, and got a lot of valuable playing experience. 

"Elliott's willingness to sit out a season to prepare himself says a lot about him as a person and 
a player. There's no doubt he will make great strides during his time at William Woods." 
 

 

Posted: Thursday, Jun 11, 2009 ‐ 09:57:25 am CDT

Lady Owls softball players add postseason recognition 

By RYAN BOLAND 
The Fulton Sun  

William Woods University's TJ Quick and Kelsey Schulte have both received first‐team all‐region 
status by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association. 

The Lady Owls' Tara Schulte and Colleen Dailey also earned second‐team honors. 

Quick ‐‐ a senior from Fulton ‐‐ was a first‐team selection as an outfielder. An NAIA honorable‐
mention All‐American and the American Midwest Conference player of the year, Quick hit .404 
this past season, had a .486 on‐base percentage and scored 51 runs and stole 17 bases ‐‐ both 



team‐highs. 

Kelsey Schulte, a freshman from Honey Creek, was a first‐team, at‐large choice. The AMC 
freshman of the year, she was 18‐7 with a 1.91 earned‐run average. Schulte also hit .313 with a 
team‐high nine home runs and 54 runs batted in. 

Tara Schulte ‐‐ a junior from Honey Creek ‐‐ was picked as a second‐team second baseman. She 
batted .351 with four home runs and 33 RBI. 

Dailey, a junior from Ellisville, was a second‐team, at‐large selection. An NAIA honorable‐
mention All‐American and the AMC newcomer of the year, she hit .360 with 17 doubles, six 
home runs and 43 RBI. 
 



 

Kovar will defend title in tourney 

By Steve Walentik 

Friday, June 12, 2009 

Last summer, Kyle Kovar turned in one of the most dominating performances in the 15‐year history of the Francis 
Hagan Match Play Championship. 

The Hickman graduate and current William Woods player won the qualifying round by three strokes, breezed 
through his first four matches without having to play beyond the 14th hole and knocked off Joe Neal and Francisco 
Trigo on the final day of competition to claim his first championship in an event he grew up wanting to win. 

Kovar will now learn what it’s like to defend a title. He’ll be a marked man among the 95 golfers who will tee off in 
the tournament’s 16th installment tomorrow morning at Lake of the Woods Golf Course. Kovar will walk to the 
first tee at 9 a.m. and will be joined by Trigo and four‐time tournament champion David McDonald in the day’s 
signature group. 

“It’s going to be a lot different,” Kovar said. “I guess everybody’s kind of looking at you in a little bit different way. 
Instead of everybody chasing one person, it feels like everybody’s chasing you now. There’s a target on your back, 
kind of. Just a little more pressure.” 

Kovar is hoping he’s ready for the challenge. He’s coming off a junior season in which he helped William Woods 
advance to its second straight NAIA national tournament. He has taken a few weeks off to get refreshed and 
refocused for summer competition, starting with the Francis Hagan. 

“It got really long with nationals at the very end,” he said of his college season. “It just got real, real tough for me. I 
kind of lost the desire there at the very end. … I wasn’t playing very good. I just kind of got burnt out a little bit, 
needed a little break, but I’m feeling good about it now. I’m ready to start playing again. I’ve been hitting balls the 
last few days and started to feel a lot better. 

“I’m excited about Saturday. I’m excited to see what happens. I haven’t played a full 18‐hole round in a while.” 

Kovar, a two‐time finalist, knows that the results of tomorrow’s qualifying round mean very little once the field is 
cut to 64 players for the start of match play. The first two rounds of match play will be played on Sunday, and the 
tournament will conclude next weekend. 

Kovar won’t be the only player opponents are hoping to avoid in the match play bracket. McDonald, a semifinalist 
last year, remains a title contender. 

So too is Lincoln University standout Aaron Murphy, who finished second in last year’s qualifying round and is 
coming off a victory in last weekend’s Phil Cotton Invitational. 

The field also includes reigning city champion David Teel, Hickman graduate and William Woods golfer Nick 
Wilson, Hickman graduate and Missouri golfer Chris Johnson and Hickman senior‐to‐be and reigning Class 4 state 
champion Taylor Cox. 

 

http://www.columbiatribune.com/staff/steve-walentik/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/jun/12/


 

Murphy sets pace in Cotton 

Newcomer’s early 66 holds up on first day. 

By Steve Walentik 

Sunday, June 7, 2009 

Aaron Murphy didn’t waste his chance to set the pace in the 51st annual Phil Cotton Invitational. 

Murphy, making his tournament debut, teed off with Jeff Carroll in the day’s first pairing at 7:20 a.m., zipped 
around the course in right around three hours and finished with a 4‐under‐par 66 yesterday morning at A.L. Gustin 
Golf Course. 

No one in the rest of the field could keep up. With the wind picking up as the day progressed and gusting to over 
20 miles per hour by mid‐afternoon, only two other competitors in the championship division managed to break 
par. Brian Haskell of St. Joseph fired a 68 and Dean Merrill of Kansas City posted a 69. 

That means Murphy will carry a two‐shot lead onto the first tee when he tees off in the final round of the 36‐hole 
tournament at 1:40 this afternoon. 

Murphy got off to a quick start yesterday morning with a birdie on the par‐5 first, made back‐to‐back birdies from 
about 3 feet away on Nos. 7 and 8 and added a birdie on the par‐4 14th to get to 4‐under. 

“I didn’t really have any outstanding holes,” said Murphy, who recently completed his eligibility at Division II 
Lincoln University, where he was named the Heartland Conference player of the year. “I struck the ball solid, and 
when I did miss a green, I got up and down. I just didn’t really have too much stress on myself as far as having to 
make 10‐footers for par.” 

He figures to have a bit more pressure playing in the final group today. 

Joining him will be Haskell, who got his first look at Gustin in almost 25 years yesterday. 

“I’m trying to think, the last time I played here was in the state high school championship 24 years ago,” said 
Haskell, 43. “It’s changed a lot. It used to be mowed everywhere. Now they’ve got 3‐foot rough and a lot more 
trees.” 

Haskell, the defending Missouri Mid‐Amateur champion, wasn’t bothered by either. He also adapted to the wind 
to post his 68 with three birdies on the front nine and another at No. 14. 

Merrill, a two‐time MSHSAA Class 2 champion at Pembroke Hill who captained the golf team at Penn before 
graduating in 2008, is one shot back, making for a final group devoid of Columbia‐area players. 

No one from Columbia has won the event since Greg Meredith in 1986, and if that’s going to change, a local player 
will have to make up at least four shots. Hickman graduate Nick Wilson, a member of the William Woods golf 
team, fired a first‐round 70. Actor Lucas Black, a transplant to Columbia, and Rock Bridge graduate Landon Willett 
each fired 71s, and David McDonald is one of four golfers — including defending champion Skip Berkmeyer — tied 
for ninth after posting a first‐round 72. 

Rich Gleghorn of Springfield owns a four‐shot lead in the senior division after carding a first‐round 65. 
Chesterfield’s Don Bliss and St. Louis’ Scott Thomas are tied for second after shooting rounds of 69. 

http://www.columbiatribune.com/staff/steve-walentik/
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Top amateur opens at Cotton 

By Steve Walentik 

Saturday, June 6, 2009 

Skip Berkmeyer has played against the top amateur golfers in the country, in U.S. Amateurs and U.S. Mid 
Amateurs. Last summer, he was one of only two players to qualify for match play in both events. 

But no matter how much success Berkmeyer has had around the country, his summer always begins with a visit to 
Columbia to tee off against some of the top players in Missouri in the Phil Cotton Invitational. 

“I’ve been playing in the tournament probably for almost 20 years, and it’s always nice to come back to Columbia 
and see the university and how much it’s grown,” the 35‐year‐old St. Louisan said.  

“The time of the year is good. It gets you in the summer mode, and usually you’ve got great competition 
throughout the state. There’s just a lot of good old friends that are just nice to see that I don’t see as much as I 
used to.” 

Berkmeyer, arguably the top amateur golfer in the state and the Missouri Golf Association’s player of the year in 
2008, has also had plenty of success to make him look forward to returning to Columbia.  

He begins the 51st annual Phil Cotton Invitational today looking to win the tournament for the fourth time since it 
moved to A.L. Gustin Golf Course in 2001. One of those victories came last June when he edged MGA Executive 
Director Scott Hovis of Jefferson City by a stroke after getting up and down to save par on the 18th hole. 

The two will again be grouped together in a field that includes 115 of the top amateurs from the state. The 
tournament begins at 7:20 this morning, and Berkmeyer and Hovis will tee off with 1997 champion Ben Godwin of 
Poplar Bluff at 1:10 p.m. 

No Columbia golfer has won the Phil Cotton Invitational since Greg Meredith did in 1986, but past city champions 
David McDonald, Dee Sanders, John Weston and Chris Johnson as well as former Hickman standout Nick Wilson 
will be among those trying to change that trend.  

Wilson recently completed a freshman season at William Woods that included a victory in the American Midwest 
Conference championship contested at A.L. Gustin. 
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Three more area players chosen in major-league draft 

Kreke, Tindall and Wooley go on second day 

BY NORM SANDERS 
News-Democrat  

 O'Fallon High catcher Nick Tindall was extremely impatient while sitting near his teammate's swimming 
pool. Eastern Illinois University shortstop Jordan Kreke was in the basement of his family's home in 
Bartelso. 

 Both eventually got the phone calls they were waiting for Wednesday, informing them they had been 
selected in the Major League Draft. 

 The second day of the new three-day draft format was being carried live on the Internet at www.mlb.com. 

 "My dad and my brothers and a few friends were here," said Kreke, a 22-year-old Mater Dei graduate 
who went to the Atlanta Braves in the 13th round (388th overall). "We were kind of glued to the computer 
all morning." 

 Kreke was the third shortstop drafted by the Braves. He is being assigned to the Braves' Danville (Va.) 
affiliate in the Class A Appalachian League. 

Tindall, whose team is headed to the Class 4A state tournament in Joliet this weekend, was just chilling 
around the pool at teammate Seth Wild's house after practice. 

 "I wasn't by the computer, but some of my friends were there and heard it and they started screaming," 
said Tindall, drafted in the 17th round by the Minnesota Twins (522nd overall). "They kept screaming, 
then I got a call from the Twins. I still haven't taken it all in." 

 Former Civic Memorial High pitcher Nick Wooley, who just finished his junior year at William Woods 
University in Fulton, Mo., was drafted in the 12th round by the Kansas City Royals. 

 Kreke had a monster season this spring that culminated in his being named Ohio Valley Conference 
Player of the Year and a third-team All-American. He hit .394 with 16 doubles, 13 homers and 59 RBIs, 
crediting the success an adjustment to his stance. 

 "I really widened my stance and changed it a lot," he said. "I got comfortable at the plate and it seemed 
to work all year long." 

 Kreke is the third player from Mater Dei's 2005 high school team to be drafted, following catcher Josh 
Thole (13th round by the New York Mets in 2005) and pitcher Jay Voss (eighth round by the Florida 
Marlins in 2007). 

 That team was 20-5 and lost to Greenville in the Wood River Class A sectional. 

 Kreke's father, former Belleville Area College pitcher Don Kreke, was drafted 16th overall by the 
Philadelphia Phillies in the secondary phase of the 1971 draft. 

  

http://www.bnd.com/�


"He's so proud today and it's kind of a load off his shoulders," Jordan Kreke said. "It's awesome having 
two draftees in the family and that's a a lot of the reason for my success, him helping me out." 

 Tindall is hitting .500 with 13 doubles, 18 home runs and 65 RBIs for the Panthers (31-9), who take on 
(Chicago) St. Rita in the Class 4A state tournament semifinals on Friday. 

 He has a scholarship to Southern Illinois University Carbondale, but appears to be leaning toward 
signing with the Twins. 

 Teammates Brad Taake, Jon Levin and Sonnie Rollins were the first ones to break the draft news to him. 

 "It's a crazy process you go through," Tindall said. "It's really hard. The school (scholarship money) does 
come with the pro baseball, so it's kind of a win-win situation. I can do the thing I've wanted to do since I 
was a little kid and still get an education." 

 Tindall was pleased with his phone call from the Twins' scout. 

 "He just told me to focus on going up to win that state championship," Tindall said. 

 Before he heard his name called in the draft, Kreke got a phone call from Braves area scout Stu Cann. 

 "He said just be ready today, it could be the fourth round, it could be the 20th," Kreke said. "It's still 
nerve-racking all day wondering where you're going to go." 

 Kreke is one of three EIU players drafted in the first two days. Wesclin High graduate and EIU junior lefty 
Tyler Kehrer went to the Los Angeles Angels 48th overall, while center fielder Brett Nommensen went to 
Tampa Bay in the eighth round. 

 "The year I had definitely helped," Kreke said. "But I had a lot of exposure with Tyler Kehrer and Brett 
Nommensen being as good as they were." 

 "I couldn't be happier for all three guys," Eastern Illinois coach Jim Schmitz said. "Scouts and 
organizations saw exactly what we saw this year. For Nommensen to go that high after being injured and 
Kreke to get picked in the 13th round after not even being on the radar in the fall, it says a lot about the 
hard work they put in and progress they made. 

 "I'm happy for them and proud for our program. It's a nice ending to a great all-around year." 

 Wooley was 8-1 this season at William Woods with a 3.31 ERA and 89 strikeouts in 70 2/3 innings. He 
pitched previously at Rend Lake College and Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 

 Wooley was a first team All-American Midwest Conference choice, the 2009 Co-AMC Pitcher of the Year 
and also the league's Newcomer of the Year. 

Contact reporter Norm Sanders at nsanders@bnd.com or 239-2454.  
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Private schools pinched  
Endowments, enrollment sliding due to recession, and report says worst yet to come  
  

By SCOTT WALDMAN, Staff writer  

  

First published: Tuesday, June 9, 2009  

The worst of the recession has yet to hit the nation's private colleges and universities, 

which can expect a "sharp deterioration" in the next two years, according to a new report.  

The financial outlook for private colleges and universities will become increasingly bleak if 

enrollment and endowments continue to dip, according to the report just released by 

Moody's Investors Services, a credit ratings agency. Moody's issued a negative outlook for 

55 universities and downgraded another 20, which can raise the cost of borrowing.  

At Capital Region private colleges and universities, that grim financial outlook has already 

led to layoffs, reduced applications and a slowing of capital projects. Still, area school 

officials say they are in good fiscal health and expect to emerge from the nation's economic 

crisis intact.  

"For the first time, colleges and universities with small endowments who are not dependent 

on earnings are happy to be there," said Marcus Buckley, vice president for finance and 

administration at The College of Saint Rose.  

 The report was formulated on data from fiscal year 2008 and doesn't yet contain the 

financial fallout from the housing market decline or Wall Street meltdown. When the fiscal 

year ends later this month, most colleges will report investment losses of 20 to 30 percent, 

said Roger Goodman, a senior analyst and vice president at Moody's.  

"We expect the impact won't really be known until the fall of 2010 cycle or longer," 

Goodman said.  

The long boom in spending and capital investment at colleges and universities looking to 

increase their competitiveness has come to an end as schools return to more basic ways of 

attracting and retaining students, Goodman said. That is increasingly difficult for schools 

trying to keep tuition costs steady as they increase financial aid and grapple with budget 

gaps. At the same time, gifts and donations are dwindling.  

A cause of particular anxiety for school officials is the number of students who will actually 
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show up in the fall, even among those who have already paid their deposits, Goodman said. 

Parents' deteriorating financial conditions and the draw of lower priced public institutions 

are expected to cut into the number of students who actually show up in August.  

Still, Goodman said he doesn't expect a widespread downgrading of credit ratings for 

private colleges and universities. He said they have a history of financial well-being.  

Locally, both Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and the Sage Colleges saw their credit ratings 

downgraded by Moody's this year.  

The report doesn't spell out anything new for officials at local institutions of higher learning 

who have been living with the crisis and sweating over budgets since the fall. It does signal 

that private universities will almost certainly have significant struggles ahead: The hits to 

their budgets this year could take years to play out, particularly because this year's crop of 

applicants will be the first to plan their search in this economic climate.  

Like many private schools, Skidmore College reacted swiftly to the downturn and has 

positioned itself to absorb further declines, said Michael D. West, the school's vice president 

for finance and administration. He said Skidmore has already braced itself for future 

financial shortfalls by instituting a hiring freeze, foregoing a dorm renovation and making 

minor cuts to academic programs. At the same time, he said, the school is increasing its 

financial aid budget to remain competitive. The school reported its applications dropped 14 

percent for the 2009-10 school year.  

RPI laid off staff members this academic year.  

Sage president Susan Scrimshaw said private schools will continue to attract students 

through the recession despite their tuition costs because they offer small class sizes and 

unique academic quality. She said, despite the recent Moody's downgrade, Sage is enrolling 

a bigger freshman class next year and is positioned to weather the downturn because it 

only draws 5 percent of its annual budget from its endowment.  

"We began this economic period with room to grow," Scrimshaw said. "When this hit, we 

already had the advantage of being lean and mean."  

At Saint Rose, planning for future expansion continues in earnest, Buckley said. When the 

economy turns around, the school will continue to do what it has since its founding in 

1920: grow.  

Scott Waldman can be reached at 454-5080 or by e-mail at swaldman@timesunion.com.  
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Private colleges in Iowa join upgrading race 

 
By ERIN JORDAN 
ejordan@dmreg.com  

Iowa's private colleges and universities have spent about $350 million in the past three years to complete 
construction projects, including feature-laden recreation centers and residence halls sought by today's college 
students. 
 
Schools say these new buildings are essential for recruiting new students. Private colleges and universities, in 
particular, depend on tuition because they don't get tax revenue from the state. Colleges that don't compete in the 
facilities race could find Iowa's shrinking population of young people choosing other campuses. 

There were 34 construction projects worth $1 million or more on Iowa's private college campuses since 2006, and 
21 were financed at least in part with bonds to be paid back over time with donations, student fees or other 
revenue, according to a Des Moines Register survey of 21 private colleges in the state. 
 
While Iowa's private colleges participated in the national building boom, they have avoided financial crises faced in 
other states by schools that may have overborrowed, officials said. 

Iowa's private colleges have maintained "investment grade" credit ratings and have not defaulted on loans for 
building projects, said Maribeth Wright, executive director of the Iowa Higher Education Loan Authority. 
 
"None of our schools has been downgraded," Wright said. "That happened nationwide, but not in Iowa." 
 
Moody's Investors Service predicts private colleges will be harder hit by the national credit crisis, expected to last at 
least through 2009, because they are more dependent on endowments, which have been ravaged by the plunging 
stock market. 
 
Private colleges are also at risk of students choosing cheaper public schools, Moody's reported in January. 

Local economies tied to schools' health 

Iowa's private colleges educate more than 55,000 students and serve as major employers in their communities, 
making the financial health of these schools matter to some local economies and the state's academic status. 
 
Private colleges that have seen their financial assets shrink may trigger bond covenants that require schools to 
keep a certain level of cash on hand. Tripping a covenant could spur a lender to ask for a plan for how the college 
will get rid of debt or, in some circumstances, require accelerated payment. 

LeMoyne College in New York state had to quickly repay $7 million in February and the College of Santa Fe in New 
Mexico announced that it would cease operations as an independent school in May 2008 after borrowing more 
than $22 million since 1997 for new facilities, according to the Chronicle of Higher Education, a national publication 
that covers colleges and universities. 
 
Wartburg College in Waverly, in northeast Iowa, was the subject of an April 10 Chronicle article claiming the 
school's debt burden, created in part because of a new $31 million wellness center, poses a risk to the school's 
1,800 students. 

The Wartburg center, dubbed "The W," is shared with the city of Waverly, which pays the college $150,000 a year 
for eight years for recreation programming and up to $600,000 a year for the next four years to supplement 
community memberships. 
 



 
Wartburg is not at risk of tripping bond covenants, college officials said. The school has cut operational expenses 
by 5 percent and deferred pay increases, but there have been no layoffs and no program cuts, Wartburg 
spokesman Saul Shapiro said. 
 
"I think that contrasts markedly with what is happening at institutions with financial problems - public and private," 
Shapiro said. 

Some projects better for debt financing 

More than half of the debt-financed projects at Iowa's private colleges since 2006 were for sports facilities, 
recreation centers or residence halls - projects that are safer bets for debt financing because they have specific 
revenue sources, school officials said. 
 
"Some projects are much easier to justify," said Scott Bock, vice president for administration and finance for Grand 
View University, a 1,900-student campus in Des Moines. "Student housing generates revenue and can pay off the 
debt." 

Examples of projects from campuses across the state: 
 
- Grand View used bond financing for a $4.6 million Student Suites residential building that opened in 2007 and for 
a $2 million addition to the Johnson Wellness Center in 2008. Grand View's Rasmussen Center, a $9.3 million 
academic building opened in 2008, was financed completely with gifts. 
 
Such facilities attract students but also create pride, said Mike Roate, a 32-year-old who graduated from Grand 
View last month. 

"I'm so glad they added a gym," said Roate, who first enrolled at Grand View in 1995 before the Johnson center 
opened in 2002. "When I started, they had one Soloflex machine and a 25-pound dumbbell without a match." 
 
- Grinnell College, Iowa's richest private college with an endowment of more than $1 billion, built the $42.7 million 
Rosenfield Campus Center and the $43.7 million Noyce Science Center in recent years without any debt financing.
 
The central Iowa college recently sold bonds to assist with cash flow for the $72.5 million second phase to the 
athletic and fitness center, officials said. 

- Coe College in Cedar Rapids has had only one building project since 2006, a $2.9 million renovation to an 
academic building, but the school experienced major growth in the late 1990s and early 2000s, President James 
Phifer said. 
 
Coe's construction lull has meant the school of 1,300 students hasn't been saddled with debt during the economic 
downturn, Phifer said. 
 
"We have a fairly modest debt load, given our endowment," he said. "There have been some (schools) that have 
overborrowed and they will have to cope with that." 

Private colleges with heavy debt loads must build their cash reserves by boosting enrollment, searching for 
donations or cutting costs, said Michael K. Townsley, dean and finance professor at Becker College in 
Massachusetts and a higher education consultant. 
 
"Right now, all the private institutions in the United States are treading water to see what happens with enrollment," 
Townsley said. 

Additional Facts  
Balancing finances  

Colleges must balance costs for capital improvements, such as for buildings or equipment, and for operating 
expenses, such as for personnel. Revenue comes from tuition, some government assistance and donations. 
Waldorf College cited dwindling donations and lower enrollment as reasons for selling the college to an online, for-
profit company earlier this year. 
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Newsday.com 
Stony Brook program on binge drinking raises interest 
BY KARLA SCHUSTER 

karla.schuster@newsday.com 

9:23 PM EDT, June 7, 2009 

A new Stony Brook University initiative to prevent the consequences of binge drinking has 
sparked nationwide interest from more than 100 colleges, universities and high schools that want 
to replicate the program on their campuses. 
 
"So many people who have been affected by the loss of a loved one or an acquaintance or a 
friend from toxic drinking have contacted us," said Jenny Hwang, associate dean at Stony Brook 
and director for prevention and outreach. 
 
Among them is Chris Homer, a health educator at Cold Spring Harbor High School, who 
Thursday attended a five-hour information session about the program, called Red Watch Band. 
 
Homer, like the program, drew his inspiration from the death of his former student, Matthew 
Sunshine, from alcohol poisoning. Sunshine, the son of a Stony Brook professor, was a freshman 
at Northwestern University last year who died after his classmates took him to his room to sleep 
off a night of drinking. 
 
"I had him as a student and I knew him well," Homer said. "As a health teacher who has had 
something like this happen to a student . . . it just breaks your heart. 
 
"I'm always trying to reach the kids and if I can get any new tools here or new ideas here, that's 
what I'm after," he said. About 20 people from 10 school districts participated in Thursday's 
session. 
 
Hwang said Stony Brook is still trying to figure out the best way to export the program to other 
campuses. 
 
About 84 Stony Brook students have been trained in the program, which includes teaching them 
CPR, information about alcohol poisoning and participating in role-playing exercises designed to 
encourage them to call for help. 
 
The idea, Stony Brook officials say, is to give students tools to overcome the social pressures 
that might otherwise prevent them from seeking help for someone exhibiting behavior associated 
with binge drinking. 



 
Experts say the combination of medical and behavioral training, plus the focus on preventing 
harm, rather than preaching abstinence, makes the program unique on college campuses. 
 
"Not many people," Hwang said, "can argue with the importance of preventing death." 

Copyright © 2009, Newsday Inc. 

  

http://www.newsday.com/


The Wall Street Journal 
JUNE 10, 2009, 5:30 P.M. ET  
Offbeat from Mental Floss 

Eleven Unusual Majors Your College Probably Didn't Offer  
By Ethan Trex 
 (The following is reprinted with permission from www.mentalfloss.com). 
Most people who go to college major in a fairly typical subject like English, communications, or 
biology. Some colleges, though, offer majors that are a bit more unusual. These off-the-beaten-
path academic options provide students with the chance to gain some slightly more specialized 
knowledge about very specific fields. Here are a few majors your college might not have offered: 
1. Bowling Industry Management 
Being a pin monkey may have been Homer Simpson's dream, but you can make it your reality if 
you attend Vincennes University. The Indiana school offers the country's only program in 
Bowling Industry Management and Technology, where students learn topics like pinsetter 
mechanics and lane care. The program's site proudly touts its equipment, including a number of 
pinsetters and a Vacu-Jig drill machine. 
 
2. Piano Pedagogy 
Belmont University offers an Associate of Applied Science in Piano Pedagogy, as does Harper 
College. The University of Oregon offers advanced graduate degrees in the discipline. It may 
seem odd at first since so many folks probably took their childhood piano lessons from someone 
who didn't have collegiate training, but it doesn't sound like a bad career move. After all, no 
matter what's happening with the economy, moms are still going to force kids to take piano 
lessons. 
 
3. Family & Consumer Sciences 
This degree path at Liberty University, a school that was founded by Rev. Jerry Falwell in 1971, 
sounds an awful lot like home economics. According to the school's website, "The purpose of the 
Family and Consumer Sciences department is to prepare the student to acquire the values, 
knowledge, and skills necessary to be proactive to strengthen the function of the contemporary 
family from a Biblical perspective." Classes like "Balancing Work and Family" and "Family 
Economic Decisions" sound like helpful bits of life advice but aren't quite what we're used to 
thinking about in the classroom. 
 
4. EcoGastronomy 
Last year the University of New Hampshire launched a dual major in ecogastronomy, a program 
that will educate students on how food gets from farms to their plates. With an eye towards 
sustainability, students study food at a number of steps along the road to their mouth to gauge the 
ecological impact of what they eat. Ecogastronomy students will also pick up knowledge about 
the hospitality industry, nutrition, and agriculture in this major. We're also guessing they'll get to 
try some really tasty fresh foods. 
 
 5. Turf and Golf Course Management 
Golf courses take a lot of upkeep, so the University of Maryland offers a plant science degree in 
Turf and Golf Course Management to help train the greenskeepers of tomorrow. The program 



requires quite a bit of biology and chemistry, but there are also more enticing classes like "Weed 
Science" and "Pest Management Strategies for Turfgrass." Anyone want to make bets on whether 
the latter class includes a viewing of Caddyshack? 
 
6. Packaging 
Michigan State University's School of Packaging offers a Bachelor of Science degree. What does 
the School of Packaging study? Exactly what it sounds like it would. The school studies all sorts 
of packaging in an effort to improve functionality and environmental impact. Since we're 
unlikely to revert to a system in which goods are sold loose without packages any time soon, this 
major might lead to a steady career. 
 
7. Equine Studies 
If you like horses, why not major in them? Several colleges offer degree programs in studying 
horses, each with its own focus. Some programs, like the one at Becker College, offer students 
the choice of concentrating in riding instruction so that they can eventually teach lessons. Other 
programs, like the one at the University of Maryland, forgo saddling up in favor of preparing 
students for scientific horse study or working on the business side of the equine industry. 
 
8. Jazz Studies 
For whatever reason, jazz seems to inspire college music departments to start majors more than 
its fellow musical genres. A number of colleges around the country, including the University of 
North Texas, East Carolina, and the University of Louisville, offer degree programs in jazz 
studies. These programs usually include both playing jazz and studying its history, cultural 
significance, and major figures. 
 
9. Canadian Studies 
Canada looms large and expansive just north of the United States, but most of us are pretty 
uneducated about what Canadian culture is like. Interested students who want to learn more, 
though, can absorb the culture, politics, and history of Canada through a Canadian Studies major. 
Duke, Johns Hopkins, SUNY Plattsburgh, and the University of Vermont all offer programs in 
Canadian Studies. This sounds like possibly the only major in which there's even a slight chance 
you'll have to watch Strange Brew as part of your coursework, unless you design your own Rick 
Moranis Studies major. 
 
10. Bakery Science 
Smelling like fresh-baked bread can't be a bad way to meet people at college, so maybe bakery 
science is a brilliant choice of major. Modern commercial baking relies pretty heavily on science 
to achieve consistency and efficiency, and this major teaches prospective bakers and managers 
the cereal science, microbiology, and milling expertise they'll need to run a successful bakery. 
You can pick up a bakery science degree at Kansas State, Hesston College, and other schools. 
 
11. Blacksmithing 
Many colleges offer metalsmithing as part of their design schools; the ability to manipulate metal 
is crucial to artistic endeavors like jewelry making. Southern Illinois University, though, offers a 
program in blacksmithing. Students make jewelry and work in precious metals, but they also 
learn how to shape iron and more utilitarian metals. 




