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Nuclear plant gets clean report

By T.J. Greaney

Friday, June 5, 2009

FULTON — After more than 2,500 hours of direct inspections, the Callaway Nuclear Plant has been
declared safe and sound by its resident federal inspectors.

In a public meeting yesterday at William Woods University, representatives from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission outlined their findings from 2008, revealing that all inspections at the plant
had yielded “green” results or “very low safety issues.”

Ameren leaders bragged that they marked 520 consecutive days without an interruption in service in
the fall, the longest such streak since the plant opened in 1984. Additionally, in November, when the
plant conducted a scheduled refueling outage where operations were shut down for cleaning, repair
and refueling, it was completed in 28 days — a record time. Ameren spent about $23 million on
maintenance of equipment and replacing parts during the refueling outage.

Senior resident inspector Dave Dumbacher said the regulators and workers at the utility have a
collegial but independent working relationship. The two full-time Callaway inspectors have
“unfettered access” to the plant and can show up anywhere at any time.

“The value of having us there every day is we’re like their conscience,” Dumbacher said.

Ameren leaders also addressed a landmark deal signed with a Russia to purchase nuclear fuel. The
deal is the first of its kind linking Tenex, Russia’s state nuclear fuel exporter, with three U.S.
companies: Ameren, PG&E and Luminant. From 2014 to 2020, Ameren will receive 25 percent of its
nuclear fuel from Russia.

“It’s always good to have more competitors in the market; that keeps the cost low,” said Adam
Heflin, senior vice president and chief nuclear officer for AmerenUE. “The Russians getting into this
market will ultimately drive the cost down.”

The Russian company will mine or purchase the uranium, convert it to yellow cake and enrich it. It
will then be shipped to a plant in Columbia, S.C., where it will be converted to bundles of nuclear
fuel rods and shipped via truck to Callaway once every 18 months.

Heflin said he visited the Russian plant and came away impressed. “I personally went and inspected
the enrichment plant in Siberia,” he said.

“I looked at their operation; Russia is a lot more open than they were. ... They showed me everything
I wanted to see there. It is a clean, well-run, state-of-the-art facility that has top-notch equipment.”

The cumulative deal between the three U.S. companies and Tenex is worth more than $1 billion and
will be used to provide power to 5 million homes in California, Texas and Missouri.
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