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Ceremony marks start of new
WWU school year

By DON NORFLEET
The Fulton Sun

The traditional Ivy Chain
Ceremony Wednesday
evening at William Woods
University was part of a
tradition that begins in the
fall every year at the
university and ends four years gi
later in the spring.

Students gather around Senior W
Lake for the Ivy Chain Ceremony. jjiam Woods University student body president
Then they assemble at the same Vanessa Thomas, of St. Charles, welcomes the

site on graduation day in the incoming freshman class to the school during the

: . Ivy Chain Ceremony Wednesday. WWU dean of
spring to cut the Ivy Chain, students Venita Mitchell said the school welcomed

symbolic of their four years at about 350 new and transfer students to the
William Woods University and campus Wednesday. "This is one of our largest

their beginning of a new life. classes in recent times," Mitchell said. ( Justin
Kelley/FULTON SUN photo)

At the start of the school year

every fall "The Woods Way" theme is played. New students walk

through ivy, symbolically welcoming them to WWU. It's part of an

orientation of freshmen and new students to the university. The

orientation includes academic sessions, advising meetings, community

service projects, a campus scavenger hunt and a ghost hunt. The

process is meant to be both educational and fun.

On Wednesday freshmen and transfer students moved into residence
halls, attended orientation sessions, and then participated in the lvy
Chain Ceremony. A welcome barbecue was provided after the
ceremony for students and their families.

Michelle Kemp, director of career services and student success, said
William Woods has a large incoming class and many dedicated
returning students to work with them.



The Ivy Ceremony marks the start of college life for WWU students.
The lvy Chain ceremony is believed to have started more than a
century ago when the class of 1899 planted ivy on the campus during a
special graduation ceremony.

On Thursday morning students will work in teams to complete a variety
of community service projects. They then will participate in a campus
scavenger hunt designed to acquaint them with their surroundings.
From 10 p.m. to midnight they will take part in a campus ghost hunt.

On Friday evening WWU's Peer Players will present Campus Life. The
play is designed to inform students about important issues they will
face and the resources available on campus to assist them.

Women's sorority recruitment begins at 6 p.m. Thursday and continues
Friday and Saturday.

A Men's Night Out for all men will be Wednesday with men's fraternity
recruitment starting at 7 p.m. Thursday and continuing Friday and
Saturday. Bids will be delivered for women at 7 a.m. Sunday and to
men at 7:45 a.m.

Orientation events end Sunday night and fall semester classes start
Monday.
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MU enrollment data

By Janese Heavin

Posted August 24, 2009 at 3:52 p.m.

Here's a breakdown of MU's first day enrollment. Remember, the numbers are still preliminary.
*First-Time Freshmen: 5,620, and decrease of 3.3 percent, or 192 students, from last year.
*Black freshmen 484, and increase of 14.7 percent, or 62 students.

*Hispanic freshmen 152, up 16 percent, or 21 students.

*Undergraduate students 23,659, and increase of 837 students, or 3.7 percent.

*Graduate students 6,018, up 3.6 percent or 207 students.

*Total Enrollment 30,831, an increase of 3.6 percent, or 1,070 students.

William Woods in Fulton also started classes today. Here's a look at its preliminary numbers:

*Total traditional on-campus enrollment 892, up from 836 last fall.

*New students in traditional on-campus program 335, up from 306. That includes 253 freshmen,
about 50 more than last year.


http://www.columbiatribune.com/weblogs/campus-chatter/�
http://www.columbiatribune.com/users/jheavin/

Columbia Business Times

MADMEN Of Mid-Missouri

by Mina Mineva

August 21,2009

New communications company expands, integrates vertically

Brent Beshore, center, poses for a staff picture with
Arable Entertainment, the creative division of Pure Media
and Marketing. From left, Kim Sherman, Drew Hall,
David Anderson, Josh Johnson, Brent Beshore, Mark
Swanson, Eric Mousel and Michael Wilson.

For a young company growing at hyper-
speed, Pure Marketing and Media had an
inauspicious start.

About 18 months ago, Brent Beshore and
Erik LaPaglia were meeting for lattes at the
Coffee Zone to exchange business advice.
Beshore was taking a break from graduate
studies and running a new company, Event Solutions, that orchestrates events, while LaPaglia
was working as a regional marketing agent for Mediacom’s advertising and sales division,
OnMedia.

Some of Event Solutions’ clients had asked Beshore if he would like to also act as their
marketing and advertising agency. Beshore had been declining such offers, but then he received
a proposal from a big client that he could not pass up. Beshore wondered what to do next.
LaPaglia advised him to buy into an existing marketing and advertising agency.

LaPaglia then asked Beshore for advice. OnMedia had offered him a promotion at the same time
that a start-up media outlet offered him the position of president, he told Beshore.

As they discussed their dilemmas, LaPaglia made an
offhand remark: Maybe they should start a company
together.

“We both laughed it off at first,” LaPaglia said. “In
about two weeks, we realized that not only could we
start something together, but that it made a lot of

® sense. There was an opportunity in the market place,
so we pulled the trigger.”

Brent Beshore, center, leads a meeting in reviewing newly designed packaging for beef jerky.


http://www.columbiabusinesstimes.com/5427/2009/08/21/madmen-of-mid-missouri
http://www.columbiabusinesstimes.com/author/mina-mineva/

Today, the company that was conceived over coffee has about 50 clients, projected annual
revenue of more than $3 million, two subsidiary companies and 26 employees.

Beshore, 26, is the chief executive officer and co-owner.

Beshore grew up in Joplin, and his father, Lance Beshore, rose up the ranks at Leggett and Platt,
a Fortune 500 company of which he’s now vice president.

Beshore graduated from Washington and Lee University in Virginia in 2005, and then enrolled at
the University of Missouri to pursue a joint master’s degree in business administration and law.

He put his studies on hold in 2007 to start Event Solutions with a classmate’s wife, Haley Atkins.
(Beshore’s wife, Erica, is still working on her doctoral degree in molecular microbiology and
immunology at MU.)

Mark Swanson, right, goes over artwork with Senior Art Director Frank
Corridori.

In February 2008, he and LaPaglia launched Pure
Marketing and Media.

Beshore said they wanted to set the company apart
from other advertising, marketing and media agencies
in Columbia by vertically integrating an audio and video production company, Arable
Entertainment, and a research company, Insight. Projects could be completed within the
company, from the brainstorming to the production.

David Anderson(WWU ’03) on the set of the feature film, "10 Hours a Week," written
and directed by Josh Slates, produced by Arable Entertainment.

In three to four months, Beshore and LaPaglia plan to launch a
third subsidiary company, Verity Interactive. The company will
offer bundled Internet services.

The downside of such swift growth? Running out of office space.
Pure recently moved its headquarters from the Village of Cherry
Hill to West Broadway. Already, the new office is too small to
accommodate all of the employees, and the search for larger
office space is on again.

When clients choose to work with Pure, they also get to use the
services of the subsidiary companies.

For example, William Woods University asked Pure’s staff to put together a 30-second
commercial for its adult education programs. The Pure team started by analyzing the research
and studies on the subject of adult education.
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Westminster enrollment jumps
9.1 percent

By DON NORFLEET
The Fulton Sun

A joyful ceremony
at Westminster
College Saturday
afternoon
welcomed new
arrivals during the |
traditional New
Student Columns
Ceremony.

Amid bagpipe music,
President George B.
Forsythe led the new ¥

students down a : . - i :
windin ath to the New student.s,. |nclu_d|ng freshmen and transfer students, at Westminster

| gp College participate in the annual New Student Columns Ceremony Saturday
columns. afternoon in Fulton. (Don Norfleet/FULTON SUN photo)
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Many new students

began arriving Friday and Saturday morning before the traditional ceremony
was held at 4 p.m. when all new students, including both freshmen and
transfer students, passed through the historic columns on the campus.

A half-hour later, the president hosted the New Student Convocation at
Champ Auditorium with featured speaker Dr. Elizabeth Malm-Batsi, a 2001
Westminster graduate.

Total new students, including freshmen and transfer enrollees, reached just
over 390 this fall, which is more than a 20 percent increase from last year.

Westminster begins the new academic year with its 10th consecutive year of
record enrollment and the college’s largest recorded student population.

Westminster expects to start the fall 2009 semester with 1,080 students.
This represents a steadily increasing enrollment of 9.1 percent over last
year. This year's student population represents 28 states and 66 different
countries.



"Westminster has become a school of choice for many families,” says George
Wolf, vice president and dean of enrollment services. "We experienced a
major increase in applications by new students and we have maintained a
high retention rate for existing students. This continued growth is just one
more validation that we are providing a valuable educational opportunity at
Westminster."

The new incoming freshman class has 318 students as compared with 244
students in the fall 2008 class. These students come from 18 states and 33
countries. For the first year in recent history, Westminster officials were
required to create a wait list for prospective freshman because of the surge
in enrollment.

Classes at Westminster begin Wednesday.

"We look forward to another banner year at Westminster with this
outstanding student body that we will be welcoming into our community,™
said Forsythe. "We take our mission seriously of developing leaders of
character in a global community. Those young people will one day be
Westminster graduates, ready for a lifetime of learning and service,
prepared to make a difference in the world."
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MU students crowd in for another year

Campus sees record numbers, diversity.
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Marching Mizzou band members and incoming freshmen run through the Columns at the University of Missouri Sunday during
the annual Tiger Walk event to welcome the incoming class.

By Janese Heavin

Monday, August 24, 2009

MU students Kate Carter, center, and Rachael Donnell, right, take pictures of those
who ran behind them through the Columns Sunday at Tiger Walk.

Meet Casandra Petty. The University of Missouri senior might
be your doctor some day.

“I like to help people; | know that’s kinda cliché,” Petty said. “I
wouldn’t even care if | got paid for it.”

Before she can go to medical school to fulfill her career goal, though, she’ll have to finish
earning her bachelor’s degree in biochemistry. And to do that, she’ll have pass the organic
chemistry, rural sociology and biochemistry courses on her academic plate this semester.


http://www.columbiatribune.com/photos/2009/aug/24/5357/�
http://www.columbiatribune.com/staff/janese-heavin/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2009/aug/24/

“It’s tough,” she said.

The next generation of doctors, entrepreneurs and other career men and women began preparing
for their futures this morning as MU?’s fall semester officially got under way. And from the looks
of a busy pedestrian campus just before 8 a.m., tomorrow’s leaders were ready to hit the books.

“Things are great,” MU spokeswoman Mary Jo Banken said. “Everyone is so enthusiastic.”

The university is seeing record enrollment numbers this fall. First-day enrollment is 30,831, up
3.6 percent from last year. That includes 23,659 undergraduate students, an increase of 3.7
percent from last year, and 6,018 graduate students, up 3.6 percent from 2008. Freshman
enrollment is the second-highest in MU’s history at 5,620, shy 192 students from last year.

The university is touting a more diverse population this year, with a 14.7 percent increase in the
number of black freshmen and a 16 percent increase in Hispanic freshmen.

MU freshmen are smart, too, judging from college preparatory test scores. The mean ACT score
among freshmen is 25.6. That’s the highest it’s been in eight years, and it’s well above the state
average of 21.6.

“Not only is our enrollment increasing, but the quality and diversity of our students is increasing
as well,” Ann Korschgen, vice provost for enrollment management, said in a statement. “This
demonstrates to us that Mizzou continues to be the top choice for scholars throughout the state.”

Other area colleges also are seeing increased enrollment, although all numbers are preliminary.

Columbia College’s local campus saw a 6 percent increase. About 1,200 students were expected
to show up for the first day of classes today, up from 1,169 last fall. Total enrollment — which
includes 34 extended campuses and online students — is hovering at about 15,000 students, up
from 13,500 last year, spokesman Neal Fandek said.

A total of 769 undergraduate students — including 298 freshmen — are expected to start classes
at Stephens College on Wednesday, spokeswoman Sara Fernandez Cendon said. The freshman
class is up about 20 students, and total enrollment is the highest it has been in recent history, she
said. Although administrators were still crunching the numbers this morning, Cendon said they
were expecting to see a spike in graduate student enrollment.

MU’s freshman class got its official welcome during the annual Tiger Walk last night.

The nearly 15-year-old tradition calls for new students to run through the Columns at Francis
Quadrangle to symbolize the start of their college careers.

“The feel of the crowd last night at Tiger Walk was electric,” Banken said. “We are all so glad
the students are back and are choosing MU. ... | think | speak for everything that is involved
with our students in saying that we appreciate their confidence in us.”
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MU welcoming new, returning students
By Janese Heavin

Posted August 19, 2009 at 10:52 a.m.

The University of Missouri is open for business.

Today is the official move in day for all new and returning students, although those involved in
athletics and certain clubs were allowed to move in starting Sunday. Today's stormy weather
might cause some problems, but so far the more than 3,000 individual moves have gone as well
as can be expected, Frankie Minor, director of residential life, reported. More about that in
today's Trib.

Here's what else is going on this week:

e A "Midnight BBQ" starts at 10 p.m. tonight in front of the MU Student Center on Rollins
St. That's expected to last until 1 a.m.

e The "Zero Waste" Campus Picnic and Spirit Rally starts at 5 p.m. tomorrow at the
Mizzou Recreation Complex. Marching Mizzou, the Golden Girls and Mizzou
cheerleaders will lead the rally. Campus Dining is hosting the picnic using materials that
are made from various compostable materials, including the trash bags.

e On Friday, new and returning students are invited to help paint the "M" on the north side
of Faurot Field.

o Saturday is "Step Forward Day," an annual one-day service event for new students.
Volunteers participate in service projects throughout Columbia.

e The annual Tiger Walk -- the official welcome for new students -- starts at 6:30 p.m.
Sunday on the Quad. A concert on the Quad featuring Marching Mizzou starts at 7 p.m.

e OK, party's over. Classes start Monday.


http://www.columbiatribune.com/weblogs/campus-chatter/�
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Rankings: Do they matter?

By Janese Heavin
Posted August 21, 2009 at 3:01 p.m.
If you look at two recent lists, MU is a pretty average school.

Yesterday, MU slipped to 102 on the U.S. News & World Report's America's Best Colleges list.
Earlier this month, Forbes ranked MU 342 out of 600.

There's all sorts of complicated methodology behind these reports, but what do they really mean?
Is UM's flagship university -- which houses a law school, business college, education college,
medical school, engineering program and leading journalism school all on one campus -- really
average?

If you talk to alumni and current students, you'll likely get a different picture. MU grads have
gone on to do some pretty impressive work. (If you don't believe me, try Google searching
University of Missouri news every day like I do. | was going to routinely blog about what MU
alumn are up to, but there was too much to keep up with -- and those are just the ones making
news).

Also worth noting is that the U.S. New & World Report's ranking system is under fire. You can
read about that here.

I didn't go to MU, so | honestly can't tell you what student life is like there and whether the
rankings make sense. What do you think?
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