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Rosa Parks Center to appear on network television tonight 

By DON NORFLEET 
The Fulton Sun  

The Rosa Parks Center at William Woods University, which provides a 
rehabilitation program for female juvenile offenders, will be included in a 
network television documentary news program, ABC Primetime, tonight at 9 
on KMIZ-TV. 

The broadcast will feature overall rehabilitation programs operated by the 
Missouri Division of Youth Services at the Waverly Youth Center and the 
Rosa Parks Center in Fulton. 

Scott Rowson, communications director of the Missouri Department of Social 
Services, said Missouri's program for juveniles was chosen by the network to 
be featured because it offers an alternative program for juvenile offenders 
that features rehabilitation rather than imprisonment. 

"This is the last stop for juveniles before they are sent to the Missouri 
Department of Corrections if their offenses continue," Rowson said. 

Because of Missouri's initial efforts at rehabilitation, only 10 percent of the 
juveniles sent to detention centers as juveniles end up in jail or prison as 
adults. In other states the number is as high as 40 percent. 

The Rosa Parks Center, home to a few selected female juvenile offenders, is 
located on the William Woods University campus in Fulton. 

Each juvenile in the program costs the state about $50,000 a year. 

Tim Decker, director of the Missouri Division of Youth Services, said "we put 
our money into surrounding these young people with caring adults who help 
them learn the kinds of skills that they're going to need to be successful." 

One of the juveniles at the Rosa Parks Center is Tye, a 17-year-old who has 
committed multiple felonies. She was 9 when she was arrested the first 
time. She smoked pot at age 7 and shot meth, smoked meth and did 
cocaine at age 10. She says her new home at William Woods is her first 
stable environment. 



Decker says the approach at the Rosa Parks Center is much tougher on 
youngsters than young people spending their time sitting in a cell. "This is 
more rigorous. For a young person to complete this program takes a great 
deal of effort on their part," Decker said. 

Established in January of 2001 in a reciprocal partnership between the 
Missouri Division of Youth Services and William Woods University, this 
partnership allows selected juvenile girl offenders to undergo therapeutic 
treatment for offending behavior, abuse and neglect. Substance abuse 
issues are also addressed. 

WWU students, through curricular-based initiatives, serve and learn as they 
work with the youth housed in the Center. 

In January 2001, 11 young women, court-ordered for treatment and under 
24-hour supervision of professional DYS staff, moved onto campus and into 
a vacant, unused residence hall. 

The young women named their new home, the Rosa Parks Center, in honor 
of the woman who asserted her civil rights by refusing to give up her seat on 
a segregated city bus in Montgomery, Ala., in 1955. 

The female juvenile offenders receive schooling at the center as well as 
individual therapy, group counseling, and life-skills training. They eat meals 
in the campus cafeteria, as well as attend campus plays, sports activities, 
occasional classes, and special campus events. 

The Rosa Parks residents give presentations about their experiences and life 
stories to all first-year students during the University's orientation program 
at the beginning of each academic year and in discipline-specific courses 
during each semester. Several young women have served as guest speakers 
in direct practice skills courses. 

The Rosa Parks Center (RSP) provides curricular-based opportunities for 
WWU social work students to complement classroom learning in a supervised 
environment throughout their four-year undergraduate education. 

WWU social work students are required to participate in community-service 
experiences and many choose to serve as ongoing mentors with the youth 
offenders sentenced to the center. Senior level social work students can 
complete their internship experience with the center, supervised by center 
staff. 
 



2009 Kentucky State Fair World’s Championship 

 

American Saddlebred's Biggest Stage Crowns 
New and Repeat World's Grand Champions 
Thursday, September 03, 2009 - By Brice Carr 

 
 
The 2009 World's Championship Horse Show (WCHS), held annually in conjunction with the Kentucky 
State Fair, was held at Louisville's Freedom Hall from Sunday, August 23, through Saturday, August 29. 
 
There was plenty of excitement at WCHS this year, as new World's Grand Champions were crowned in 
the Five-Gaited and Fine Harness World's Grand Championships, while the 2008 Three-Gaited World's 
Grand Champion repeated as such in 2009. Among a formidable field of competitors, as in each class, 
Courageous Lord emerged victorious in the Five-Gaited World's Grand Championship, owned by Marsha 
Shepard and Bill Carrington of Shelbyville, TN, and ridden and trained by Merrill Murray. 
 
In the Three-Gaited World's Grand Championship, for the second year in a row, CH Our Charming Lady 
won the top spot for owners Jack and Donna Finch of Greensboro, NC, once again ridden by Mary 
Marcum Orr (WWU ’01). 
 
The Fine Harness World's Grand Championship was won by CH Castledream, owned by Hillcroft Farm, 
LLC, of Paris, KY, and piloted by Larry Hodge. 
 
To view the full results of all competitions held at the 2009 WCHS, visit the Kentucky State Fair WCHS 
section of the American Saddlebred Horse Association (ASHA) website, at www.asha.net/WCHS-Results. 
Here you will find links to all class schedules, entries and results, as well as judges' cards. You will also 
find online versions of the American Saddlebred Daily, a daily results magazine that includes competition 
results from classes held the previous day, editorial feature stories, and graphic photos of the previous 
day's events. 
 
Additional 2009 WCHS coverage and content can be found on Club Equestrian's website, at 
www.clubequestrian.com/coverage/worldschampionship_2009.aspx. This site provides media content of 
the show, including photos and videos, which include footage of this years events, as well as interviews 
with notable Saddlebred personalities. 
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