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Enrollments growing at Missouri's higher education
Institutions

By Bob Watson
bwatson@newstribune.com

Almost everywhere you look, Missouri
colleges and universities are reporting the
same "problem" -- higher enrollments
than last year.

"This is a very lovely problem to have,"
Lincoln University President Carolyn
Mahoney said last month.

Mike Kosher, LU's Admissions director,
said the incoming class of students to LU
is the highest tracked since 1996.

LU recorded 2,848 students at the
beginning of school Aug. 24 -- up from
2,592 students on the first day of classes
last year.

And the official census doesn't occur until
after the fourth week of classes, when the
number likely will be adjusted upward.

Rob Crouse, spokesman for Fulton's
Westminster College, a private, four-year
college, reported:the school is
experiencing record enrollment for the
tenth straight year. Westminster started
the fall with 1,080 students -- a 9.1
percent increase over last year.

From left, Angella Alexander, Erica Emmanuel and Joel
The University of Missouri-Columbia also Hollerbach work on Spanish together in King Hall at
is claiming a new record -- 30,831 Lincoln University. (Stephen Brooks/News Tribune photo)
students, a 3.6 percent increase from last
year's 29,761lundergraduate and graduate program students.

The university's Rolla campus -- now known as Missouri University of Science and Technology -- has
seen enrollment increases over the last five years.

So has Columbia-based Stephens College, a private, four-year women-only school.
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Columbia College rethinks housing plans

By Janese Heavin

Friday, September 18, 2009

For the first time in four years, fewer students are living on the campus of Columbia College,
forcing administrators to rethink the need for a new residence hall.

Brouder

Now, 354 students are living in the campus’ three dorms and one
apartment complex. That’s down from 382 last year.

“Even as late as last academic year, we were discussing the need for
additional housing with the idea of building a new residence hall,”
President Gerald Brouder said during his annual State of the College
address yesterday. “Introduce now the element of vacancies, and that
dampens somewhat the enthusiasm pertaining to a new hall.”

The trend mirrors day campus enrollment, which also dropped this year. As of July, 1,082
students were enrolled in the day campus, down from 1,169 last fall.

Growth in the school’s adult higher education division has offset investment losses at Columbia
College, making the school’s fiscal forecast somewhat stable, Brouder said.

Unlike the University of Missouri and Stephens College — which have had to cut positions and
freeze salaries — Columbia College increased salaries by 3 percent and maintained retirement
contribution levels. Columbia College’s general operating budget is roughly $80 million, and the
school has more than $100 million in total assets.

The school is also shuffling some administrative and classroom spaces with the recent purchase
of Columbia Photo’s former Tenth Street location near campus. That building will soon house
the college’s Online Education Center.

The lower level of the current online center on Range Line Street will likely be converted to
laboratory space, and the upper level will be used for file storage.

Brouder said school administrators are in negotiations with landowners near campus in hopes of
purchasing a new spot for the softball field.

The current softball field has been proposed for a new science building. That facility “will be
state of the art, both in terms of computer technology and scientific equipment,” Brouder said.

The school’s overall science initiative calls for an annual science symposium, an endowed chair
in science and a possible science scholarship, Brouder said.
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Those plans align with the goals outlined in Brouder’s inaugural address when he took the helm
of Columbia College in 1995, he said yesterday.

“One of those goals was to broaden and deepen the sciences,” he said. “Over the years, we have
done both, but we have gone as far as we can without new facilities. | reaffirm my commitment
to break ground as soon as fiscally possible.”

Reach Janese Heavin at 573-815-1705 or e-mail jheavin@columbiatribune.com.

2 reader comments

The opinions expressed below are those of the readers who submitted them and not those of the
Tribune's reporters or editors. Readers are solely responsible for the content of their comments.

smiley says...

Dr. Brouder has done SO much for CC. He is truly a visionary who deserves the thanks of
alumni and current students!

September 18, 2009 at 4:55 p.m. ( link | suggest removal )

cmpm says...

Columbia College is a great school! I have attended both Columbia College and MU, and |
strongly feel that I learned a lot more at Columbia College than I ever did at MU. The professors
at Columbia College almost always have very impressive resumes; they have actually held jobs
in the fields that they teach, and they enrich your academic studies greatly by being able to relate
what they're teaching to real life scenarios. They encourage classroom interaction in a way that
you just don't get at MU. The student body is incredibly varied, and it allows for many different
points of view. The school has evolved quite a bit in the last decade, and | am glad to have had
the opportunity to be a part of it! Don't get me wrong, | think MU is great too and I'm a huge
Tlgers fan, but they could learn a lot from Columbia College.

September 18, 2009 at 10:29 p.m. ( link | suggest removal )
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Colleges Play the Name Game

Many colleges are switching names to attract students, but are some
schools profiting from confusion?

By Kim Clark
Posted September 17, 2009

As the competition for paying students heats up, hundreds of colleges are revamping
their names to make themselves sound more attractive.

A recent study found that more than 530 of the approximately 3,000 mainstream
colleges and universities have at least tinkered with their names since 1996. And the
name changes have been picking up the pace in the past year or so, says the study's
author, James M. Owston, a dean at Mountain State University. What's more, as
marketing has become more sophisticated—while regulations have remained lax—some
colleges are picking new names that attempt to attract students by creating impressions
that, in some cases, don't entirely match the college's reality.

[Take this quiz on school name changes.]

Waves of college name changes are nothing new. In past decades, scores of "junior"
colleges have opted for the grown-up "community” (though that word, too, might soon
be dumped by schools hoping to avoid comparison to NBC's new sitcom Community).
Some schools, such as Beaver College, have rebranded themselves to names with more
academic implications, such as Arcadia University. Many former women's colleges have
been changing their names to reflect their new coed status: The Mississippi University
for Women, for instance, is currently attempting to change its name to Reneau
University. And, of course, large donations have sparked many name changes over the
years. This year, for example, Chapman University College became Brandman
University after a $10 million gift from a foundation started by the late Saul Brandman.
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But many of the recent name changes seem to be more about marketing, says Ray
Brown, who heads institutional research for Westminster College in Fulton, Mo., and

makes a hobby of tracking college name changes. Owston notes that about 200
"colleges" have upgraded to "universities" to reflect the addition of graduate programs
but also because it sounds more prestigious. "It's almost like peer pressure,” he says.
Schools called colleges "feel left behind if they're not 'universities.' "

Owston's research shows that simple name changes, on average, don't result in big
boosts in enrollment or revenues. But those that pick winning names, make substantive
changes to live up to their new identities, and market aggressively have reaped
bonanzas, he says.

The Missouri University of Science and Technology says it has enjoyed rising enrollment
since it switched from the University of Missouri-Rolla on Jan. 1, 2008. Other schools
can document even bigger gains. After losing a public vote for a $250 million bond issue
in 2006, the leaders of the North Harris Montgomery Community College District,
which serves the Houston area, changed their system's name to Lone Star College in
2007. Soon after, voters approved a $420 million bond issue. And enrollment has been
rising by double-digit percentages lately, says Chancellor Richard Carpenter. "We know
it had an impact on the polls .... It gave us a classier look and feel," he says. Another sign
of success: "Our T-shirts are wildly popular,” he says.

Of course, perceptions can be unpredictable, leading to contradictory trends. Some
public colleges are choosing names that make them sound like expensive private
schools, while some private colleges are choosing names that give off the aura of long-
established public schools. When the private College of West Virginia changed its name
to Mountain State University in 2001, school officials told Owston—who was then
writing his dissertation on school name changes—that they hoped some applicants
might mistakenly think it was a state school, he says. "People tend to revere state
colleges because they've been around for a long time," Owston says.

The 2002 adoption of the name American Public University System for a new division of
the American Military University might cause a little confusion, concedes Wallace
Boston, who is CEO of the private, for-profit institution.
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"Most people think public means state-supported,” Boston says. School founder James
Etter chose the word public because he wanted to target potential students who were
teachers and other public servants, Boston says. In addition, he wanted to convey the
idea that the school was open to the public, because applicants need only a GED to be
admitted. APUS prices its $750-apiece online courses (which are fully accredited) to
compete with those offered by state-supported schools.

Many schools have surprising leeway in what they can call themselves. The federal
government has only general rules that a business name can't be misleading or
improperly imply a relationship with the federal government. Each state has different
rules concerning school names, but most let schools have free rein. In West Virginia, for
example, accredited private colleges "can do what they want to do," says Bruce Walker,
general counsel of West Virginia's Higher Education Policy Committee.

Some unaccredited online colleges are using the regulatory vacuum to create legitimate-
sounding college names, says Alan Contreras, administrator of Oregon's Office of
Degree Authorization. The state's website lists unaccredited diploma mills using names
like Concordia, Trinity, or Oxford that sow confusion with legitimate universities and
cannot be used as credentials in Oregon. "There is nothing we can do to prevent entities
like that from offering degrees to our residents. The only law we have makes it illegal for
someone to use such a credential in Oregon.” Ten other states have similar laws,
Contreras says.

Even when state regulators do crack down, deceptively named schools can pop up
elsewhere. In 2005, Pennsylvania's attorney general sued the University of Berkley,
whose diplomas could be mistaken for those from the University of California-Berkeley.
But in a 2007 settlement, the operation agreed only not to do business with any
Pennsylvania residents. Its website still offers everyone else lots of credit for "life
experience" and a Ph.D. for less than $5,000.

"So many institutions are moving online, and marketing nationally, it is very difficult for
individual states. We end up running into constitutional issues," explains Nils
Frederiksen, a spokesman for the Pennsylvania prosecutor.
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Stonemason reveals
Memorial secret

By DON NORFLEET
The Fulton Sun

Roy Hickman, a former Fulton stonemason who
helped reconstruct a 400-year-old London
church in Fulton in 1969, has been harboring a
secret for 40 years.

A master stonemason who operates his own
masonry consulting firm in Tucson, Ariz.,
Hickman came back to Fulton Wednesday and
visited the Churchill Memorial.

In discussions with Westminster College
officials, Hickman decided to reveal part of his
secret.

The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury didn't want a cornerstone in the church and had
insisted that one not be placed in the church when it was reconstructed in Fulton.

Church officials agreed to a date stone for the dedication but not a traditional cornerstone with a time
capsule.

But Hickman said he and other stonemasons working on the project felt the need for a cornerstone.
So he secretly made one and placed it at a hidden location. Hickman hollowed out a stone and placed
a copper-clad time capsule about the size of a loaf of bread inside.

Tucked inside the time capsule was a current copy of the Fulton Sun-Gazette, his masonry union book,
and three Kennedy half dollar coins representing each of his children. "My fourth child wasn't born yet,
so she doesn't have a half-dollar representing her,"” Hickman says with a chuckle.

Hickman doesn't want to tell Westminster officials the location of the stonemasons' cornerstone time
capsule.

"I'll reveal it in my will so everyone will know after I'm gone," Hickman said. A drawing will be
included with the will showing the exact location of the stone and its contents, he added.

Hickman said he has shown all of his children the location of the cornerstone and has sworn all of
them to secrecy.

"It's hidden very well. No one would ever find it just by looking for it," Hickman said.

John Comerford, interim vice president for Institutional Advancement at Westminster, was asked by
Hickman how he feels about him not disclosing the location of the secret cornerstone.

Comerford said he liked the concept that the building has a secret. He said it demonstrates the pride
of the stonemasons in their craft and it makes for an interesting story in the history of the building.



"I like it this way," Comerford said.

"You probably won't have that many more years left anyway before my will is made public,"” Hickman
said.

Hickman said he was angered to hear that the church had been vandalized with graffiti on May 31.
Hickman said he was afraid the stone would be damaged when the graffiti was removed.

Hickman looked over the church and the grounds and was upset that needed masonry maintenance
had not been performed on the building.

"It's not that costly to make repairs where needed. The building won't last forever without
maintenance," he said.

Hickman said he would like to have a foundation started to maintain the church if necessary.

Hickman teaches stonemasonry at the University of Arizona in addition to operating his own
stonemasonry consulting firm in Tucson.

He said when the church was built 400 years ago lime was used for mortar to help hold the stones
together. He said lime breathes and expands and contracts with the weather but cement mortar does
not.

That's why more modern stonework requires more maintenance than the older buildings, Hickman
said.

Hickman said he believes the north side of the church was damaged by an explosion from German V-2
rocket during World War 11.

"The walls on that side of the church are not as thick,” Hickman said. Some replacement stone was
used in that area, he indicated.

Hickman said he was extremely proud to have been selected to work on reconstruction of the church.

"As a youngster, | memorized Churchill's famed Iron Curtain speech in Fulton and it was such an
honor to work on this project,” Hickman said.

Left in ruins by World War 11, Sir Christopher Wren's architectural masterpiece was saved from
demolition by numbering each stone and shipping it to the United States to be reconstructed in Fulton
because of Churchill's historic Iron Curtain speech in Fulton after the war when he warned of the
growing threat of the Soviet empire.

Hickman said it was not that difficult to reconstruct the building because of the numbers. But at one
point a strike in New York caused the stone pallets to get mixed up, causing some confusion. But the
confusion was resolved by checking the content of each stone pallet. A few modifications had to be
made because the building was damaged when it was destroyed during the war.

Earl O'Rourke also spoke with Hickman Wednesday. O'Rourke was director of Westminster Buildings
and Grounds when the church was reconstructed and the Churchill Memorial Museum was built.

O'Rourke said he supervised demolition of the old Fulton West Elementary School at the current site of
the Churchill Memorial.



Links to Articles of Interest Regarding Higher Education

Packed Classrooms Catch Some Colleges By Surprise

Admissions officers said all Summer that they had little idea what they might see when
students arrived for the Fall semester. Hitting bull's-eye on the projected size of a freshman
class is an inexact science in the best of times. And given the volatile economy, a rash of
last-minute no-shows seemed possible. But the resilience of student commitments shows
that families this year remain willing to forgo other expenses to invest in the long-term
payoff of college.

Easing from Combat to Classroom

The rise in demand for college education from veteran students with the new GI bill has led
to a flurry of on-campus advisory and support services for veterans. Here are a few
examples of how things are changing at several universities on the East Coast.

Does Branding Pay Off for Colleges? Harvard Thinks So. (Fast Company)

Colleges have been turning to branding and marketing as a tool to compete more effectively and drive
enrollment and donations. More...

More Colleges Building Luxury Dorms

Increasingly, colleges are building their own luxury accommodations to keep students on
campus, recognizing that space, privacy, and amenities are of particular value and are often
expected by millenials. Here are a few prominent and recent examples.

College Admissions in the Age of Facebook

Facebook isn't just for socializing anymore — a new survey of college admissions officials
suggests students are increasingly taking care of business on the site as well. More than
70% of officials in the annual survey say they or others in their office have received
Facebook or MySpace friend requests from applicants. One wrinkle: while many prospective
college students may expect to use social media sites as a critical medium of
communication with a college, only 13% of admissions officers surveyed have a policy in
place about interacting with students on social networking sites.

Deaf Athletes Hurdle Barriers, Achieve Goals in College Sports
Last year, at least 76 deaf and hard-of-hearing students played NCAA and NAIA sports, and
at least 39 played in Division I. Here's their story.

Projections of Education Diversity in 2018

(pdf link)

Findings in this recent study from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) show
that over the next decade college students are likely to become more racially diverse, and
to include more women and more older students.

U of Texas System Buys Land in Second Life

The University of Texas system has purchased virtual land in the online world Second Life,
betting the investment will improve teaching and research at all of its institutions. The
system doesn't have concrete plans for how each school will use Second Life. It hopes that
administrators, faculty members, researchers, and students will take advantage of the
virtual real estate over the academic year.
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